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MAHATHI R BRI NGl NG ANSWER TO SABAH CM S ROTATI ON RI DDLE

By: Jackson Sawat an

KOTA KI NABALU, Feb 8 (Bernama) -- There is a strong conviction that
when Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad visits Sabah this
weekend he will bring along the answer to the riddle about the future of
the rotation systemfor Sabah's chief mnistership.

Wth two nonths | eft before the tenure of the current Chief Mnister
Dat uk Gsu Sukam expires, local political observers wi shed that Dr Mhathir
woul d at | east give a hint as what the future holds for the unique system

VWhen reporters approached himon the matter while on a brief stop-over
enroute to Kual a Lumpur from Gsaka |ast nonth, Dr Mahathir said: "I haven't
made up ny mnd."

So the guessing game goes on.

On the one hand there is nothing definite that the systemw |l be
continued and on the other, if it were to be retained, who then would be
appoi nted after Gsu?

A yet anot her proposal canme up yesterday calling for the abolition of
the system this tine around froman action front calling itself G ntanusa,
short for Kunmpul an Belia Pencinta Nusa, which clainmed that nost Sabahans
were no longer in favour of a rotating chief mnistershinp.

C ntanusa said it would submt to the Yang D pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran
Dandai a menmorandumto back its demand for the abolition of the system and
a simlar one to Dr Mahathir this weekend.

"The feedback we received so far indicate that the majority of Sabahans
reject the rotating chief mnistership,” said G ntanusa chairman Zul karnai n
Mahdar .

The system introduced by the Barisan Nasional when it forned the state
government in 1994, enables | eaders of Sabah's three main communities --

t he Muslim Bumi putera, the Chinese and the non-Mislim Bum putera -- to | ead
the state governnent for a two-year term

There seens to be a simlarity in the political backdrop for the prine
mnister's visit this weekend with the one he nade on May 7 1998 when there
were two weeks left before the expiry of chief ministership termfor the
Chi nese community represented by Datuk Yong Teck Lee then.

VWiile it was then definite that the systemwould be continued, the
lingering riddle at that tinme was who anong two Kadazandusun | eaders woul d
succeed Yong.

Sabah Denocratic Party (now UPKO president Tan Sri Bernard Donpok and
Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS) president Datuk Joseph Kurup (now Tan
Sri) were the two nanes nentioned then as both have the edge.

Donpok' s advant age was the PDS having 11 assenblynen in the state
| egislature while Kurup's was his seniority in the state Cabinet as he was
al ready deputy chief mnister.

Al t hough at a packed press conference |later Dr Mihathir made an
anti-climx announcenment "I will not announce the nanme of the new Chief
M ni ster today", the riddle was answered a week | ater when Donpok, now
Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent, was picked for the chief
m ni st ershi p over Kurup.

Shoul d the system be retained upon expiry of the current turn for the
Musl i m Bumi put era community, the incom ng chief mnister should again cone
from t he Kadazandusun.

G ven this backdrop, local political observers predicted a replay of
the 1998 "Donpok or Kurup" riddle, only this time, they said there could be



a reversal of fortune for the PBRS.

Bet ween UPKO and PBRS, the latter now has, in turn, nore assenbl ynen
after Bi ngkor assenbl ynan Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan and five others joined
the party recently.

UPKO in turn has a senior leader in the state cabinet in Datuk Wlfred
Bunburing who is currently Deputy Chief Mnister.

This tends to I end credence to the reversal of fortune theory on
account of the PBRS s stronger representation in the state |egislature,
according to the reckoning of local political observers and anal ysts.

So, will Sabahans see a PBRS | eader occupying the hot chief mnister's
seat this tinme around after Osu conpletes his tenure?

Dr Mahathir's visit this weekend may or may not give the answer.

But his schedul ed neeting on Sunday with the state Umo |iai son
committee, though a routine one as was in past visits, has generated
i ntense anxiety.

More so because, one source has forecast that it will be of special
significance than past neetings.
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