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Mahat hir-Di r ect or
MAHATHI R PLAYS THE ROLE OF FI LM DI RECTOR

By: Lizawati Bahanan

KUALA LUMPUR, April 5 (Bernama) -- "Action!...Cut!" said the director
during the staging of a scene fromthe film "Enbun" at the Auditorium
Perdana W sma Radi o, Angkasapuri here today.

It was a familiar voice. The director was no other than Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

The staging of a fragnentation of the film "Enbun", which is based on
the original works of Rohiman Haroon entitled "Titisan Air Mata Enmbun", was
part of the efforts to publicise the first joint film production involving
two agencies under the Information Mnistry -- Finas and Fil em Negar a.

"Just now | becane the director but the truth is | cannot becone
director, saying “action' instead of “cut', so | amnore qualified to be a
politician,” he said in a lighter vein during his working visit to
Angkasapuri today in conjunction with RTM 55th anniversary.

Dr Mahathir played director during the [aunching of the "The Making
of ...". He was assisted by "Enbun" director Ernma Fati mah.

The film"Enbun", covering the period of the Japanese occupati on,
rel ates the struggle of the Ml ays who denanded that Japan kept its prom se
and sl ogan of "Asia for Asians".

Enmbun (Intan Azura), Bayu (Hani Mhsein) and the villagers |ater
revol ted agai nst the Japanese as |ife becanme intol erable due to shortage of
food and di seases.

The filmng of Enbun will start in June and is expected to be conpl eted
by the end of the year.

In a dial ogue session later, the Prime Mnister suggested the |ocal
film producers conbined their resources to produce filnms of quality.

"When conpared with Ml aysia, the United States does not have nmany
studios and there are two maj or one, Universal Studio and MaM and its filns
are marketed worl dwi de. Ml aysia has many fil m conpani es and studi os but no
substantial capital,” he said when asked about the direction of the
Mal aysi an fil mindustry.

Dr Mahathir's suggestion was wel coned by many filmdirectors including
Yusof Hasl am who produced and directed many novi es such as "Maria Mariana",
"Senbi |l u", "Bara" and "Gerak Khas The Mvie".

"I agree but it is up to individual. If | can get a good partner,
maybe. For now, | amconfortable working with (director) Aziz M Gsman,"
said Yusuf, nmet after the directors had lunch with the Prine Mnister.

He said Mal aysi ans al so needed an epic |ike "Enmbun" directed by Erma
Fati mah.

Information Mnister Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob nmeanwhile said the
governnment's involvenent in the joint venture production was nerely
synbolic of the progress of the Ml aysian filmindustry.
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