12 MAY 2001

MAHATHI R HOSTS DI NNER FOR CASTRO

PUTRAJAYA, May 12 (Bernamm) -- Cuban President Fidel Castro was hosted
to a private dinner by Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad at the Prine
Mnister's official residence, Seri Perdana, here tonight.

Al so present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Foreign Mnister
Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, several top Ml aysian businessnmen as well as
t he menbers of the Cuban del egati on..

The 74-year-old Cuban has cordial ties with Dr Mahathir as they are
both in the forefront of efforts to mninse Western domi nation over
devel opi ng countries.

Earlier today, Castro, who is on his first visit to Ml aysia since
becom ng Cuba's | eader 42 years ago, ascended the world's tallest twin
structures, the Petronas Twin Towers, in downtown Kuala Lunpur.

It is hone to the country's oil corporation, Petronas, and was featured
in the Holl ywood novie "Entrapnment” starring Sean Connery and Cat herine
Zet a- Jones.

Castro is scheduled to | eave Mal aysia tonorrow after a three-day visit
at the invitation of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul
Azi z Shah.

Dr Mahathir was in Havana | ast year and in 1997.
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