22 JUN 2001
Mahat hi r - War ni ng
MAHATHI R CONFI DENT MALAYS W LL HEED H S "WARN NG'

KUALA LUMPUR, June 22 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
some Mal ays are bound to be unhappy over his speech yesterday criticising
their attitude which caused themto |lag behind in many fields, including
education and the econony.

However, the Prime M nister expressed confidence that a | ot of people
woul d heed his "warning" that they nmust do the appropriate thing to
succeed.

"There are some people who do not like to be told the truth. They will
be unhappy. They have to be told that they are not doing the right things,
that they nust do the right things,” he told reporters at the end of the
second day of the 55th Umo general assenbly here, today.

The Umo president was responding to queries on whether his speech
woul d be counterproductive and cause the party to | ose support.

He said: "As a leader, if | amgoing to followthem then | ama
follower. | have to lead. | have to tell people this is the way to go."

Dr Mahathir said it was all right that a |lot of people did not Iike him
and that he could do nothing if they would not vote for him

Dr Mahathir al so said not many Umo nenbers were hol di ng several key
positions in key governnent-owned agenci es.

He said fornmer Finance Mnister Tun Dai m Zai nuddin, in fact, had taken
the step to limt the nunber of directorships a person could hol d.

"As such many have resigned, anong them Mrzan (Dr Mahathir's son) who
is said to be director of nore than 90 conpani es and earns RWBOO, 000 in
al | owances a nonth," he said.

VWhen debating the presidential address at the assenbly today, Kel antan
del egate Datuk IbrahimAli called for alimt to the nunber of posts an
Umo nenber could hold outside the party so that the nmenber could
concentrate on grassroot duties.

To a question, Dr Mahathir said all quarters in Umo, including
mnisters, did indeed get to the ground to be close to the nasses.

However, conpared to his visits to the ground, those nmade by them and
the other party nenbers did not get wi de nmedia coverage, the prine mnister
sai d.

The prime mnister suggested that the nedia give appropriate coverage
when m nisters get down to neet the people.

He was al so asked about a proposal to defer Umo Suprenme Counci
el ections, originally due in 2003, to until after the next general election
in 2004.

Dr Mahathir said it still too early for the party to make a deci sion on
t hat .

"This is something that we will consider certainly,” he said.

He al so di sm ssed suggestions that Umo Youth was in a weak position
now.

On Vision 2020, he said the plan to turn Malaysia into an
i ndustrialised nation would be continued even after he was no | onger
| eadi ng the country.

"Vision 2020 is not for me. In fact by 2020, I'Il be hovering over the
country wat ching whether it is being inplenmented or not.

"I'f I amnot around, (Deputy Prime Mnister) Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad
Badawi will take over and he is well acquainted with Vision 2020," Dr
Mahat hi r added.
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