17 JUL 2001
Mahat hi r - Peace
MAI NTAI NI NG PEACE AND UNI TY MAJOR ACH EVEMENT OF BN GOVT, SAYS PM

MELAKA, July 16 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
mai nt ai ni ng peace, harnmony and racial unity in the country has been one of
the maj or achi evenents of the Barisan Nasional (BN) governnent.

"This is Ml aysia -- peaceful, properous, free, progressive. Opting for
the BN is a wise choice because it (BN) offers freedomto the mgjority of
the people in the country.

"I hope the people will maintain this tradition and culture. The
denocracy we practise does not deny the freedomand rights of the
majority," he said in his speech at the "Dinner with the Prinme Mnister" at
Dat aran Sejarah in Air Keroh here tonight.

Among those present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali,
former deputy prinme mnister Tun Abdul CGhafar Baba and Mel aka Chi ef
M ni ster Datuk Wra Mdhd Ali Rustam

Dr Mahathir, who becanme prinme mnister on this day 20 years ago, said
the racial unity in the country since independence enabled it to devel op
rapidly.

He said the unity was sonet hing special in Mlaysia and should not be
viewed lightly.

"W want peace. Perhaps we regard peace as sonething normal because
since we becane i ndependent nore than 43 years ago, there has been (racial)
riots only once,"” he said referring to the May 13,1969 i nci dent.

Dr Mahathir said that unlike Ml aysia, many countries with a
mul ti-racial population had to cope with riots, killings and hatred anong
t he peopl e.

Dr Mahthir defended the government's recent action to detain certain
people without trial, saying it was a preventive neasure.

He said if these people were allowed to be free, they would create
probl enms for other people including causing people to be killed.

"Prioriy is given to the peace, freedom and safety of the majority of
the 22 mllion Ml aysians," he said.

The Prime Mnister said that while the governnent believed in
denocracy, it felt that were certain limts to freedom

"The governnent el ected by the people has al ways been responsible in
ensuring that the freedom peace and security in the country is
mai nt ai ned, " he said.
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