22 DEC 2001
Mahat hir-Ti es
MAI NTAI N RACI AL HARMONY, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 22 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has
rem nded the various races to preserve their friendship to ensure continued
peace and harnony in the country.

The prime mnister said the fostering of ties would bring a | ot of
benefits to the people.

"Al'l the people of Malaysia fromall races are one famly, and we
shoul d enhance our ties as a Malaysian famly

"I'f we can forge closer ties, the country will definitely be nore
peaceful and prosperous,” he said at the Dong Zhi (Wnter Sol stice)
festival observed by the Chinese conmunity at Stadium Putra in Bukit Jali
here tonight.

Dr Mahathir said Ml aysians should be grateful for the good life they
are enjoying.

Mal aysia is a unique country where people of different races and
religions could live in peace and harnmony, and with nutual respect, he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the people in Ml aysia displayed sonething special
because they cel ebrated various festivals according to their own religious
bel i efs and practices.

Musl i ms had just finished observing the fasting nonth and were now
celebrating the Aidilfitri which was joined in by non-Mislins, he said.

"I amvery happy because at one breaking-of-fast function at ny house
several |eaders of other religions...Buddhism Hinduismand Christianity
were al so present to break the fast together,"” he said.

This way people of other religions could observe how Miuslins practised
I sl am c teachings while today Miuslins have a chance to see how t he Chinese
cel ebrate Dong Zhi

Dong zhi, which is celebrated on Dec 22, is a time for thanksgiving as
famlies reflect on the bl essings of the past year and pray for prosperity
in the next.

Fam | ies cel ebrate the occasion by making "tang yuen" or glutinous rice
flour balls, which synbolise whol eness, unity and harnony, and offering
themto deities and ancestors during prayers.

The prime mnister said that joining in the festivals of people of
other religions could hel p Mal aysians to understand each ot her better

"When we understand sonet hing, any feeling of suspicion and fear wll
di sappear because we know what is practised by people of other faiths as
their religious observances is not sonething strange.

"W | earn how to understand each other by understandi ng others
festivals. This is Ml aysia," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the com ng Christmas and Chi nese New Year cel ebrations
woul d al so be occasions for the people to pronote racial understandi ng and
unity.

He said this year was marked by various events with serious
i mplications, including the gl obal recession which had hit even devel oped
countri es.

Al t hough Mal aysi a al so suffered econonmi c sl owdown, the situation was
not as bad as in other countries where there were riots, he said.

"This is Malaysia, this is our country. Together we will build this
country until we becone fully devel oped by the year 2020. Let us be
together...you, | and every one of us must work hard to | ead Malaysia to



beconme a devel oped country on tinme and al so devel op ourselves," he said.

Dr Mahathir was glad that he could join the Chinese comunity in
celebrating the Dong zZhi festival which was held on a big scale for the
first tinme.

He hoped that the festival could be cel ebrated every year although
there is no winter in Mlaysia.

Sonme 20, 000 people attended the function which was filled with various
events, including performances on the origins of Dong zhi, a |lion dance and
the Wai Tang Kung martial art.
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