17 JAN 2001

MAI NTAI N THE GOOD RELATI ONS, MAHATHI R TELLS HI S STAFF

PUTRAJAYA, Jan 17 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today that throughout his 19 years as Prime Mnister, he was satisified
with the cooperation extended to himby his staff.

"I get good cooperation fromthe staff although sonmetines the work |
ask themto do is not office work," he said.

Thanki ng them for the cooperation, he called on themto maintain the
good rel ati ons anong thensel ves to carry on performng their duties well.

Dr Mahathir was speaking at an Aidilfitri gathering organised by the
Wl fare and Sports Body of the Prine Mnister's Ofice.

"Hari Raya receptions like this have becone a tradition and and serve
as an opportunity for us to neet and get to know each other better.

"I amnot like others. | don't mx easily. |I sit away fromthe others.
But | later nove closer to the staff until | even get to know t he ones who
like to eat chocol ate and wal k around,” he said in jest.

Al so present were Dr Mahathir's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali
and Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli.
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