03/ 04/ 2001
Make use of Mardi's expertise, private sector told

Ei rmal asar e Bani

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said the private sector has
failed to exploit the expertise of the Mal aysian Agricultural Research and
Devel opnent Institute (Mardi) in finding new agricultural technol ogies.

He said that unless the private sector takes a nore serious approach,
the country's vision to nmake agriculture "a real engine of growmh” wll
not materialise.

The CGovernment has a vision to make agriculture the third engi ne of
growmt h for the country, behind nanufacturing and i nformation technol ogy.

"W have | ots of products which can be conmercialised, but people are
nore keen in saving their noney to buy shares," Dr Mahathir told reporters
after his working visit to Mardi in Serdang yesterday in conjunction with
t he agency's 30th anni versary.

Under the Third National Agricultural Policy (2000-2010), the
agricultural sector is expected to contribute about 12.6 per cent or
RVMR6.2 billion to the country's gross donestic product by 2005.

The Government al so needs RVBO billion to finance agricultural research
and projects, of which 70 per cent will be sourced fromthe private
sector.

To date, the take-up rate anong the private sector has been | ess than
encour agi ng and confined to plantation-based conpani es such as Col den Hope
Pl antati ons Sdn Bhd and Si nme Darby Bhd, which have collaborated with Mard
to increase their comrercial output with the use of the | atest research
and devel opnent techni ques.

Dr Mahathir said that if Mardi's findings can be utilised effectively,
it can help the private sector chalk up higher profits as well as help the
agency to secure nore contract researches.

"When sone things need to be studied to find out whether they are
commercially viable, Mardi can do the basic researches and find out
whet her the products can be sold or not," he added.

On whet her the Government has plans to increase the research budget for
Mardi, he said:

"It is not about the budget for agriculture. It is the exploitation of
what we have found. There is no point increasing the budget when people
are not utilising (the findings)."

The Government is, however, planning to review benefits given to
scientists working with Mardi.

"For Mardi scientists, their chances to be pronoted are quite limted
when conpared to those working for universities. If they are hired by the
private sector, their salaries could be higher. If this is not corrected,
they will not stay with the agency," Dr Mahathir said.

Mardi is reportedly seeking RWOO million for its research and
devel oprent activities under the Ei ghth Mal aysi an Pl an (2001-2005).

The allocation is necessary to devel op new and i nproved agri cul tural
t echnol ogi es which can be used to nbderni se the sector as well as maxin se
incone fromagriculture, inline with the policy.

The agency has al so submitted a proposal to anmend the Mardi Act 1969 to
all ow the agency to comercialise its technol ogi cal findings.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Dr Mohd Effendi Norwawi said the anmendnent
will, anmong others, allow foreign conpanies to take part in joint
researches with Mardi, and obtain sonme "intellectual property rights" in
t he col | aborati on



Dr Mahathir al so witnessed yesterday the signing of a nenorandum of
under st andi ng between Mardi and G owing Hill Sdn Bhd for the production of
| ow chol esterol eggs.
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