02/ 12/ 2001

Make no ni stake: Extremsmis no fad

PREVENTION i s better than cure. The wisdomof this old adage is still apt
in the nodern age in the war against terrorismand its adherents.

Mal aysia's laws to maintain national security such as the Internal
Security Act and the Restricted Residents Ordi nance, have been effective
in curbing terrorist activities. Hence, the country's peace and politica
stability.

However, terrorismas understood in Malaysia relates traditionally to
conmuni sts, conmunalists and racialists. But recent events, especially the
terrorist attacks on the US, have highlighted the dangers to nationa
security emanating fromreligious extremsmand nilitancy.

Anot her trend of terrorismthat needs to be addressed is that of its
gl obal nature. It reflects the success of our anti-terrorist |egislation
that the Government may only be amendi ng existing | aws pertaining to
national security to deal nore effectively with nmodern day terrorism
Deputy Prine Mnister and Home M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad Badawi
has said that the Governnent does not plan to draft new | aws. Rather, the
Governnent is | ooking at the effectiveness of inplenmenting existing |aws,
whi ch are to be further strean i ned.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mohamad has agai n warned t hat
there are certain groups and people in the country who are unhappy with
the governnment's success and are trying to create trouble and resort to
terrorismto topple the governnent. The people of all races shoul d be
alert to the evil nature of terrorismand its perpetrators for the sake of
their own safety and wel | -being. Ml aysians should not live in a fools
paradi se and think that radical Islamis a passing fad of the mlitants
and will soon go out of fashion. Far fromit. They should face the cold
reality squarely: nmilitant Islamwll remain a permanent factor for a
while in Malaysian |ife.

Unl ess the people, especially the mddle class and the elite, stand up
and pluck up the courage to confront the chall enges posed by the
mlitants, they may find thenselves living under their rule one day. They
nmust make their choice, hard as it is, and not allow inaction to decide
their fate. They may regret it later when it is too |l ate. They nust
actively support the Governnment in its efforts against religious mlitancy
and radi calism

Young m nds are being subverted and taught to hate the Government by
religious zealots in schools, colleges and universities but, worse still,

in the kindergardens as well. What is sad is that there could be potenti al
terrorists masqueradi ng as religious | eaders and politicians in politica
parties.

The other countries in the region also have potential breedi ng grounds
for terrorists fromanong the religious extrem st groups in their nidst.
Their potential for terror should be nipped in the bud. But to do this
ef fectively, Asean countries need to support and hel p each other to
el i m nate any sanctuary for terrorists.

Terrorist plots hatched in one country could be targetted against a
nei ghbouring country. W wel cone the initiative by Malaysia in taking the
| ead to organi se an Asean conference on terrorism It's high tine.
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