18/ 07/ 2001
Maki ng nodern farners of youths

Ahmad Suf fi an
KUALA LUVPUR, Tues. - The Agriculture Mnistry has devised a programe to
encour age youths to becone nodern-day farnmers.

M ni ster Datuk Dr Mohd Effendi Norwawi said a pioneer project under its
Belia Tani (Youths in Agriculture) programe woul d begin in Johor next
week and | ater extended to other States.

"Most of our farmers are old. We decided on this progranme as youths can
be easily trained to use nodern technology to replace traditional farm ng
met hods to noderni se the agriculture sector."

Ef fendi said new | and woul d be opened for participating youths, simlar
to that by the Federal Land Devel opnent Authority (Felda) in the 1960s and
1970s.

"They will be encouraged to incorporate nodern farmni ng nethods by using
the | atest technol ogi es avail abl e to increase production, nmanufacture
val ue- added goods and mar ket them aggressively."

He said this after announcing the venue for this year's National
Farmers, Livestock Breeders and Fi shernen's Day 2001 cel ebration at Ladang
I nfoternak in Sungai Siput, Perak, fromAug 11 to 18.

The event, to be launched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, will showcase new products, technol ogy and a range of agriculture
product s.

Effendi said it was inportant to encourage existing farmers to noderni se
their farm ng nethods to i ncrease i ncone and st at us.

To noderni se the sector, he said the participation of the private sector
was necessary.

"W have set up several councils to provide consultancy and advi ce on
agriculture products to interested conpanies. W invite the conmpanies to
refer their ideas, views or problens to these councils."

These councils will recommend appropriate technol ogies to the farm ng
community and assist in the manufacture and marketing of agriculture
product s.

He said many committees had al so been set up to supervise the
production, pronotion and rmarketing of agriculture products |ike
vegetabl es, fruits and livestock and there are nany foruns for
di scussi ons.

On anot her note, he said Mal aysian agriculture products nmeant for export
have to conformto internationally-acceptabl e standards.

Citing an exanple, Effendi said recently, a container of |live prawns
exported to a certain European country was rejected because it did not
meet international hygi ene safety standards.

"The consignnent was rejected and all those Ml aysi an producers
i nvol ved, suffered a loss as a result of the negligence of the container
conpany.

"The ministry feels certain action nmust be taken agai nst those who do
not conformto international standards. This is a chall enge when the Asean
Free Trade Agreenent (Afta) is inplenented.
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