05/ 11/ 2001
Mal aysi a of fers RWA. 94mtrai ni ng package

Ashraf Abdul I ah

MALAYSI A has offered a RMA.94 million training package to Canmbodi a, Laos,
Myanmar and Vi etnam the | ess devel oped Asean partners, to enhance their
human resource capabilities.

Briefing Mal aysian journalists on the eve of the two-day Asean Sunmmi t
whi ch begi ns today, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar said
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad woul d announce t he package
at the summit tonorrow

Syed Hami d sai d these countries needed hunan resource training in
adm ni strati on and nmanagenent.

"This is part of Asean's capacity buil ding programe which Malaysia is
contributing to," he said.

He said the package woul d cover training programes over the next three
years.

Syed Hanmi d said Mal aysi a had been contributing to human resource
devel opnent in Asean countries for many years.

"This is an on-goi ng programme, " he said.

He added t hat Ml aysi a had been providing enploynent to many i mrigrants
from Asean countri es.

"W have in fact spent billions of ringgit enploying them" he said.

He said Dr Mahathir would also raise the issue of H VA DS during a
speci al session at the sunmit.

"Mal aysia feels that there nmust be political will anbng Asean countries
to co-operate to fight this scourge. No Asean country can claimthat it is
free of HHV/ AIDS," he said.

Under an agreement reached at their summit in Singapore |ast year, the
| eaders will convene a session on H V/ AIDS to consider an Asean Work
Programme in this area. They are al so expected to declare support for
national, regional and international efforts to address this new priority.

The special session of HHV/AIDS is a proposal by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Dr Mahat hir nmade the proposal at the Fifth International Congress on
AIDS in Asia and the Pacific (1 CAAP) in Kuala Lunpur in Cctober 1999.

The primary objective of the session on HV/AIDS is to nobilise
solidarity and "peer" political support to nake H V/ AIDS a nati ona
priority and col |l aborate on inter-country/cross-border issues and exchange
of technical expertise.

A separate | eaders' statement on H V/AIDS i s expected.

Meanwhi |l e, International Trade and Industry M nister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Azi z said Mal aysi a wel conmed t he proposal for an Asean-China Free Trade
Ar ea.

However, she said various stages of co-operation between Asean and China
had to be | ooked at before | ooking towards an FTA

Senior officials say if the proposal materialises, the FTAw Il be the
largest in the world, with a conbi ned market of two billion people.

At the | ast Asean-China sumit in Singapore | ast year, Prime M nister
Zhu Rongji raised the likelihood of a Asean-China FTA to strengthen trade
and i nvestment |i nks.

Fol | owi ng the proposal, Asean and China set up an expert group to study
t he broader aspect of their economic relations into the 21st century.

Oficials said the expert group conpiled a report which was revi enwed by
senior officials of both sides ahead of the sumt.



They recommended the setting up of the Asean-China FTA, covering a
mar ket of 1.7 billion people - conprising China's 1.2 billion people and
500 mllion nore in Asean's 10 countries. As of |ast year, Asean and Chi na
had a conbi ned gross donestic product of alnpst US$1.7 trillion (RMVb. 46
trillion) and total external trade value of nearly US$1.3 trillion.
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