11 OCT 2001
Mahat hi r-LI MA ( Aer ospace)
MALAYSI A TO LAUNCH El GHT SMALL SATELLITES IN ORBIT

LANGKAW, Cct 11 (Bernanmm) -- Malaysia will soon | aunch eight small
satellites in orbit under its "NeqO' space programe, said Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"To ensure that these satellites benefit us fully, we will place them
in orbit near the equator,” he said at a cerenony to mark the first
anniversary in orbit of the country's first mcro-satellite, TiungSAT-1 at
t he Langkawi International Martine and Aerospace Exhibition (LIMA '01) here
t oday.

The text of his speech was read out by Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Syed Razak Syed Zain.

Dr Mahathir said all renote sensing satellites launched in orbit so far
had been of nore benefit to countries |ocated away fromthe equator.

For the success of the "NeqO' space programe, he said two progranmes
-- Medi um Aperture Program and SPORT (small payl oad orbit transfer) Space
Vehi cl e programre -- were being devel oped.

The Medi um Aperture programe, jointly undertaken by Astronautic
Technol ogy Sdn Bhd (ATSB) and SaTReCi Co Ltd of South Korea, is to devel op
a 2.5mx 5mresolution satellite canera.

ATSB in collaboration with AeroAstro of the U S is also involved in
t he SPORT Space Vehicle programe to design and build a nmechanismthat wl
pl ace the satellite in suitable orbit.

Dr Mahathir said both programmes involved the participation of |ocal
and foreign engineers.

He said the new space progranme foll owed Ml aysia's success | ast year
in the TiungSAT-1 progranmme.

Mal aysi a shoul d continue to scout for joint ventures wth other
countries to maximse its resources, he said.

"Qur preparations to becone a devel oped country nust include
acquisition of critical technol ogy, anong them information technol ogy,
gquantity science and biol ogi cal engineering,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the devel opnent in space technol ogy created spin-offs
that could benefit these fields and in fact had the potential to produce
new products and processes as well as new industries.

"The role of the space technology in inproving the quality of life of
Mal aysians is already clear. So we have to nove forward with greater
determ nation, supported by strategies that will allow us not to be fully
dependent on ot hers.

"Ml aysia should not just be a user or spectator to technol ogical
devel opnent, " he said.
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