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MALAYSI A AND SI NGAPORE WORK TO SETTLE PROBLEMS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 9 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia and Singapore are working to
settle their mutual problens justly and equitably in a win-win situation
Deputy Foreign Mnister Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad said today.

However, he said, it was too early for the two countreis to sign an
agreenment because the neeting at the officers level would only be held
shortly.

Replying to Jimmy Donald (BN-Sri Aman) in the Dewan Rakyat, he said the
nmeeti ng between Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Si ngapore Seni or
M ni ster Lee Kuan Yew | ast nonth had succeeded in narrowing the gap in the
two countries' stand regarding the issues arising.

At that neeting, both parties only touched in principle on the issues
arising and agreed that they be fine-tuned by officers fromboth countries,
he said.

Toyad said the neeting al so enabled the two countries to assess and
review the issues in a conprehensive context by taking into account their
respective interests while the officers neeting would work out a just and
equi tabl e sol ution

He said that in view that the approach would be by way of a package
deal, the issues nust be setttled in one go and there should be no nore
unr esol ved i ssues.

On Lee's statenent that it would not be easy to deal with PAS, Toyad
said the senior mnister was only expressing his personal views and did not
mean to interfere in Malaysia' s donestic affairs.

"The statement nust be seen in the context that Singapore wants a
settl enent as soon a possible so that the issues arising will not strain
bilateral relations,” he said.
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