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Mal aysi a- Satellite
MALAYSI A | NVI TES AFRI CAN COUNTRI ES TO PARTI Cl PATE | N SATELLI TE VENTURE

By: M khail Raj Abdull ah

KAMPALA, Aug 21 (Bernama) -- Malaysia has invited African countries to
participate or share in the Africa-Mea Sat (A-M Sat) satellite to be
[ aunched in md-2004 at a cost of US$200 million, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad announced today.

The A-M Sat will cover Africa and Europe.

The Prime Mnister said this at the 3 obal 2001 Smart Partnership
International Dialogue in the Ugandan capital.

The A-M Sat has been designed to interconnect with the existing Measat
Satellite Network through Measat-3, which is to be launched in early 2004.

The Measat-3 will cover Africa, Mddle East, Eastern Europe, Asia and
Australia.

The satellite will be owned and operated by Binariang Satellite System
Sdn Bhd.

Dr Mahathir said Binariang had established a consortiumwith
Astronauti c Technol ogy Sdn Bhd, a Mal aysi an governnent agency established
to devel op national capability in satellite technol ogies, to launch the
Measat -3 satellite into the Malaysian orbital slot of 5.7 degrees East
| ongi t ude.

The A-M Sat satellite will enable African countries to connect
seam essly with each other through a cost-effective intra-Africa network
and wi |l provide global inter-connectivity through the Measat system

Dr Mahathir also said the consortiumwould be expanded to include
African institutional and private sector interests and Ml aysi an interests
wi th operations in Africa.

"Qur experience in Mlaysia has confirned the inportance of owning and
operating our own broadcasting and tel econmuni cation infrastructure to
ensure control of our future and ensuring that the content delivered is
consistent with our own val ues," he said.

A-Mea Sat will enploy a payl oad of 24 C Band and 12 KU Band
transponders (each providing 36 nhz of bandwi dth over its 15 year
operational life).

The satellite will provide prem um broadcast and internet and tel ephony
servi ces throughout Africa and Europe.

Dr Mahathir said it would bring Africa closer to Sout heast Asia through
such communi cati ons.

G ven the high cost of the satellite, it would be good if African
countries shared the cost, he said.

The Prime Mnister al so announced that next year's Smart Partnership
Di al ogue will be held in Langkawi, Malaysia, at a date which will be
announced | ater.

Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali left for
Kual a Lumpur after the dial ogue.
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