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MALAYSI A TO ENSURE PRACTI CABI LI TY OF TOURI SM CONFERENCE AGENDA

By: Farhanah Azmi

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 30 (Bernanmm) -- Malaysia will ensure that the agenda
di scussed at the Second Conference of Tourism M nisters of Islanmc nations
here is practicable, Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Abdul Kadir
Shei kh Fadzir said today.

"As conference hosts we are deternmned to ensure that the agenda that
is drawmn up this time is practicable and can be used for the devel opnent of
tourismin the participating nations,” he told Bernama in an interview

Abdul Kadir said the conference would gather Mnisters of Tourismfrom
the 56 menber nations of the Organisation of Islamc Conference (AC), who
woul d di scuss the direction the tourist industry expansion would take in
the respective countries.

The Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, will open the
conference at the Pal ace of the Golden Horses Hotel in Seri Kenbangan

The nmeeting of senior officials will be held on GCct 10 and 11 to be
foll owed by the the conference of the Tourism Mnisters of Islamc nations
on Cct 12 and 13.

"Several notions will be tabled at the conference which is specifically
to develop the tourismfield in Islamc countries and several resolutions
wi |l be adopted,” Abdul Kadir said.

"If possible we do not want the conference to be just a yet another
conference without the resol utions adopted being inplenented by the
participating nations. The focus of the conference will be pronoting
cooperation in the tourismsector anong Islamc countries,” he said.

Abdul Kadir al so hoped that the issues raised at the confernce would
not stray to other itens not in the agenda so that the focus of dicussions
on the expansi on and progress of tourismanong |Islamc nations was not
obliterated and sidelined by other topics.

He said the conference woul d ago ahead as schedul ed despite the crisis
arising fromthe terrorist attacks on the United States.

"Even though there is this crisis following the incidents in the United
States, | find that the response to our invitations is good and they have
agreed to attend," he said.

Abdul Kadir said Malaysia at the same tinme woul d take advantage of the
conference to attract tourists to its shores fromthe other Islamc
nations.

"W will take the opportunity to nount a canpaign to nmake Ml aysia the
forenpst tourist destination anpong Islamc countries,” he said.

He said the mnisters and senior officials would be given the
opportunity to visit places of interest in Mlaysia.

They woul d be offered two pre-conference tour packages when they arrive
here on Cct 9, he said.

One to visit tourist destinations in Kuala Lunmpur and the other in
Put r aj aya.

They could opt for both the packages, he added.

Abdul Kadir said there would al so be a post conference tour of
destinations such as Langkawi, Penang and the historic city of Ml aka.

The tour package woul d highlight the various cultures, comunities and
the scenic beauty of Ml aysia, he added.

In conjunction with the conference there would al so be a Touri sm and
Trade Fair and a sem nar on tourism
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