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Mal aysia to continue to be voca

Must apha Kami | in New York

WTH 185 itenms on the agenda, focus woul d be the thene when Ml aysi a t akes
its place at the 56th Session of the United Nations General Assenbly

begi nni ng next Tuesday.

VWil e not hol ding significant positions in any UN platforns this year,
with the exception of perhaps in the Asean group, Malaysia will all the
same play an active role at the General Assenbly as it has done for many
years.

"W cannot be lulled into conpl acency," Pernmanent Representative to the
UN, Datuk Hasny Agam said

Met at his office recently, Hasny was reviewing the 185 itens on the
agenda.

"There i s an ongoi ng exercise to shorten the agenda over the years. But
185 itenms is still a bit long," he | anent ed.

Fresh froma second stint as a non-permanent nenber of the UN Security
Council, Hasny said the com ng Assenbly would relatively be | ow key for
Mal aysia. But still, many issues directly or indirectly affecting
Mal aysi a' s policies require nonitoring.

Among t hem woul d be international devel opnment and financial issues where
Hasmy said the concept of globalisation and the division of wealth and
opportunities remai ned unsettl ed.

"I must reiterate that we are not agai nst gl obalisation. But everyone
must be vigilant about what it really brings," he said.

So too woul d be the I ong overdue revanp of the international financial
architecture, which at present clearly favours | arge noney novers at the
peril of poorer nations.

Al nost five years after UN agencies the International Mnetary Fund and
the Wrl d Bank spoke of the need to review the international financial
architecture after the Asian financial crisis, little in reality has been
acconpl i shed.

Anot her subject expected to be in the linmelight at the Assenbly woul d be
fi nanci ng-for-devel opnment.

A major UN conference on the issue is scheduled in Monterrey, Mexico
early next year and the forthcom ng Assenbly was expected to prepare for
t he neet.

Mal aysia's Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is likely to
attend the Mexico conference.

There will also be issues that does not directly affect the country,
such as debt relief for the heavily indebted and poor countries.

Wil e such issues did not affect Malaysia, our friends at the UN needed
our continued participation in highlighting themat the Assenbly, Hasny
sai d.

On gl obal security aspects neanwhile, Ml aysia has marked the nucl ear
di sarmanment issue as one which it will have plenty of interest in

In recent nonths, the nuclear arns | andscape has changed consi derably.

The active push by the US for an anti-ballistic nissile defense system
since last year has threatened the years of negotiations and existing
treaties anmong maj or nucl ear powers that have kept the world safe fromthe
weapons of mass destruction

"Fromour perspective, any attenpt to erode the Anti-ballistic Mssile
Treaty and ot her past agreenments woul d underm ne the present stability.

"W woul d be critical on this as it will negate achi evenents of decades



of negotiations on nucl ear disarmanment,” Hasmny sai d.

Hasmy stressed that Malaysia will continue to push for observation of
the Nucl ear Non-proliferation Treaty and the Conprehensive Test Ban Treaty
(CTBT).

The CTBT has not cone into effect yet as it has not been able to get al
the 44 core countries, including the US, to ratify the treaty.

Technically therefore, nucl ear weapons test can still occur.

The only thing preventing that nowis a | oose unilateral noratorium
agai nst testing anong the nuclear powers. On nore specific security
i ssues, expect Malaysia to be vocal on the Wst-Asia conflict between
I srael and Pal esti ne.

The focus woul d be pushing for nothing | ess than a conprehensive
resolution to the conflict that has killed hundreds, nostly Pal estini ans.
Many di pl omats here expect heated di scussions on the conflict. As for
what to expect from such discussions, they said the wal kout by the US and
Israel fromthe UN Conference on Raci sm Xenopbobia and Intolerence in

South Africa recently was a good indicator.

The West-Asian conflict has surpassed being a security issue alone, he
said. Having returned fromthe troubl ed spot as nmenber of a UN fact-
finding mssion recently, Hasmy said the situation in the Wst Bank and
Gaza Strip also involve good governance and human rights abuse i ssues.

He rel ated how an official from South Africa said that what was
happening in the Wst Bank and Gaza Strip was even worse than Apartheid
itself.

Unfortunately, critics of Malaysia's human rights record in Anerica and
Eur ope have been silent on the abuses going on in the Pal estinian
townshi ps by Israeli security forces.

Meanwhil e as in previous years, Malaysia will also rally around the sub-
groupings it has traditionally be active in

Cenerally, it usually links its positions around those of Non-aligned
Movenent countries while for devel opnment and economic i ssues, around those
of the Group of 77, which is the negotiating armfor devel opi ng nati ons.

Asean, meanwhile, is a nmore cross-cutting grouping as at the UN, it
usual Iy has positions in the security, econom c and devel opnent issues.
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