06 AUG 2001
Mahat hi r - Submari ne
MALAYSI A HAS YET TO DECI DE ON SUBMARI NES

LUMUT, Aug 6 (Bernama) -- The governnent has yet to decide on the type
of submarines to buy but will give priority to |local capability, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

He said the governnent woul d enphasi se | ocal capability and
partici pation before making a decision

"There's a decision to buy. W are interested in everything," he said
when asked whet her the governnent had decided to buy two submarines which
are being refurbished at the PSC-Naval Dockyard here.

Asked whet her the purchase of used submarines woul d endanger the |ives
of the Royal Ml aysian Navy (RWN) crew, he said: "These have not set sai
yet. They can be inproved on."

The prime mnister said this at a nmedia conference at the end of his
one-day visit to the RWN base here which included a tour of the subnirines
and | aunchi ng the Lunut Navy Hospital

Present were Perak Menteri Besar Perak Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Ghazali,
Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and defence Forces chief Jen
Tan Sri Mohd Zahi di Zai nuddi n.

PSC- Naval Dockyard was recently awarded a contract by Netherl and- based
RDM Submarines NV to refurbi sh and upgrade two conventional submarines,
Zwaardvis and Tijgerhaal, which it later intends to offer for |lease to the
governnent as a training platform

On his visit to the RW base, Dr Mahathir said he was inpressed and
proud of its devel opnent.

"The last tine | came was in 1984. |I'minpressed by the nunber, size
and sophistication of the boats," he said.

He al so said that the cleanliness and discipline there showed good
mai nt enance.

He said he was confident of the RWN personnel's ability to nmaster new
war fare technol ogi es and to defend the nation

On the PSC-Naval Dockyard, he said it had achi eved conmendabl e
devel opnent and its staff had increased to 1,200 from 280 when it was taken
over by PSC.

"Now it not only does repairs and mai ntenance but al so manuf act ures
cranes and crane contai ners,"” he said.
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