07/ 04/ 2001

Mal acca NUTP branch withdraws threat to boycott Teachers Day cel ebrations

MALACCA, Fri. - The State National Union of Teachi ng Profession today
retracted its threat to boycott the national-1evel Teachers' Day
cel ebrati ons next nonth.

The union had on March 31 threatened to boycott the cel ebrati on which
will be officiated by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on My
16 following "the failure of the State Educati on Departnment to ook into
various conpl aints rai sed by the union”

State NUTP chai rman, Mohd Ali Mohd | brahim said today foll ow ng
assurance by Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustamthat he woul d | ook
into the problens, the union decided to retract its threat.

However, the union stood by its conplaints and would continue to fight
for the issues.

The conplaints raised by the union include the departnent's refusal to
pay travel allowances to principal s/headnasters, organising of schoo
activities on the first and third Saturday of the nonth and the
i nvol verment of Parent-Teacher Associations in schools' adm nistrative
natters.

Following the threat, the Chief Mnister responded that it was agai nst
the Governnment's policy to attract nmore visitors to Malacca, as this
year's cel ebration would be held in the State.

Mohd Ali said "W have explained to the Chief Mnister the issues which
led to our earlier decision."
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