16/ 02/ 2001
Mal ay unity tal ks: Pas wants to wi den di scussion

Abdul Razak Ahmad; Saj ahan Waheed; Hi zreen Kana
KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Pas today placed four issues that need to be
di scussed and hi ghlighted during the proposed Umo-Pas unity talks.
It al so proposed that the talks be referred to as National Unity
Di scussi ons or Perbi ncangan Per paduan Nasi onal .
I n announci ng this, Pas secretary-general Nasharudin Mat |Isa said the
four issues concern the judicial system denocracy, the econony and | sl am
Nasharudi n said these i ssues were not trivial. He said Pas was nerely
trying to solve the people's problens instead of obtaining politica
nm | eage fromthe tal ks.

Asked whet her Pas would withdraw fromthe unity talks if Umo di sagreed
with the four issues, he said, "W mght cone to that."

Nashar uddi n al so expressed regret that the issues discussed during the
first Umo-Pas technical conmittee neeting were nmade public by Umo.

"Both Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob and | had agreed
during the neeting that the i ssues we di scussed should only be nade known
after the second technical committee neeting, and that no one shoul d nake
any statenents to the Press," he said at the party headquarters.

He said both parties had not agreed on the topic, date or even the
agenda.

Aletter inform ng Umo of the four issues had already been sent to
Khal il today, he added.

On the Feb 19 date suggested for the unity tal ks, Nasharudin said it was
subj ect to further deliberation.

"There were suggestions fromboth of us on the date for the unity
tal ks," he said when asked whet her the date was proposed by Pas.

He added that two dates were suggested by the Pas Central Wrking
Conmi tt ee.

When asked whet her Pas was agreeable to Feb 19, he said: "W may want to
deci de on any date proposed by any of us.

"However, they have junped the gun."

Meanwhi l e, Khalil, who was asked to comment on the four issues |listed by
Pas, said:
"I will listen to what the Pas technical committee has to say tonorrow

"W will neet again as agreed, and tonorrow, we will determ ne the fina
agenda for the unity talks."

Khalil said this when net after a briefing session for Umo divisiona
secretaries at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here.

The technical comittees of Pas and Umo are scheduled to hold their
second neeting tonorrowto iron out details of the unity talKks.

Asked to identify Umo's five-nenber del egation which will acconpany
party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad to the tal ks, Khalil said

"The party's political bureau will deternmine this. They are schedul ed to
neet on Saturday."

Umo vi ce-president Tan Sri Mihammad Muhammad Tai b, who was net after
the briefing session, was asked whether it was "proper" for Pas to bring
up the four issues during the talks.

"Umo has never set any issue or matters which should be brought up," he
sai d.

"As said earlier by party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad,
anyt hi ng can be di scussed.

"So it is up to the upconming technical comittee neeting to decide the



priority issues for discussion in the talks, the short and |l ong-term
i ssues. "

Muhamrad sai d preparations to discuss the issues should be nmade as early
as possible, because as it was, "nobody knows what will actually be
di scussed".

"Both parties are still groping in the dark about this."

As such, Muhammad said he believed that any party could bring up
suggested topics for discussion during the tal ks, but added that they
woul d be arranged according to a nutually-agreed set of priorities.

Umo executive secretary Datuk Tengku Adnan Tengku Mansor said the
second neeting of the technical conmttee of the proposed unity talks
woul d be hel d t onorrow.

"The nmeeting would be held at 10amtonorrow at Carcosa Sri Negara," he
told reporters after attending a briefing with Umo Youth division
secretaries at the Putra Wrrld Trade Centre.

But Nasharuddi n when contacted by the New Straits Tinmes said he was not
awar e of the neeting.

"W have not received any statenment on the neeting. W are not aware of
it."
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