04 FEB 2001
Koh- Open House
MALAYSI A OPEN HOUSE PROVES RACIAL UNITY IN M SI A, SAYS DR KCH

PENANG, Feb 4 (Bernamm) -- The Mal aysia Qpen House in conjunction with
the national -1 evel Chinese New Year cel ebrations being held here tonight
bears testinony to the strong racial unity prevalent in the country.

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said the Culture, Arts and
Touri sm M ni stry-hosted cel ebrations clearly showed that Chi nese New Year
was cel ebrated by Ml aysians fromvarious races as it was one of the main
festive celebrations in the country.

He said it becane even nore neani ngful when the Federal Governnent
chose Penang as the hosts for the national-level celebrations being held
for the first tine along a road with historical significance to the Ml ays,
Chi nese and | ndi ans.

Lebuh Arneni an/ Lebuh Cannon, the venue for the celebrations, was a
special place as it housed the state's ol dest nbsque, a Chinese and a Hi ndu
tenpl e, he said when | aunching the cel ebrati ons.

Dr Koh said the proximty of the nosque and tenples clearly showed to
the international community that Ml aysia had a unique society living in
peace and harnony despite the diverse religion and cul tures.

He urged the people to preserve the prevailing racial harnony and unity
that had been nurtured all this years.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, cabinet mnisters and thousands of
foreign tourists are attending the celebrations held in the formof "street
party".

Li on and dragon dance as well as cultural performances of the various
races added col our to the occasion.

- - BERNAMA

AZE TS



	MALAYSIA OPEN HOUSE PROVES RACIAL UNITY IN M'SIA, SAYS DR KOH (Bernama 04/02/2001)

