20 Nov 2001
Anmbassador ( Pi x)
MALAYSI A TO OPEN EMBASSY | N | RELAND

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 20 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia will open an enbassy in the
Republic of Ireland soon with the appoi ntnent of Datuk Ali Abdullah as the
first anmbassador.

Ali, previously the H gh Comm ssioner to Zi nbabwe, was anmong 10
Mal aysi an anmbassadors and hi gh conm ssioners who called on Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad at his office here today.

Ali told reporters later that it was a chall enging assignnent for him
as it would be a new enbassy.

"The Irish governnent is |ooking forward to the opening of our enbassy
there. They have set up their enbassy here for sone tinme already and the
openi ng of our enbassy reflects the inportance we attach to bil ateral
ties," he said.

Ali, who is scheduled to | eave for Ireland next week, said he would not
have any probl ens adjusting to the new environnent.

Asked on the neeting, Anbassador-designate to Iran Mazl an Muhammad said
Dr Mahathir advised themto help preserve the good ties between Ml aysia
and the countries they are posted to.

"The di scussi ons touched on how we shoul d conduct ourselves overseas
and he al so offered advice on several matters concerning the countries we
are going to," he said.

He said the prine mnister also advised themto safeguard the country's
good i mage.

"The prinme mnister feels that nowwe will get a lot of help from
out si de and our inage has been getting better,"” he said.

The others at the neeting are H gh Conm ssi oner-desi gnhate to Canada
Dat uk Denni s Joachi m I gnatius, Datuk Kamaruddi n Miustafa (Anmbassador to
Russi a), Datuk Syed Norul zaman Syed Kamarul zaman (Thail and), Mhd Arshad
Manzoor Hussain (Australia), Tai Kat Meng (Brazil), Mhd Taufik Mhd Noor
(Phili ppi nes), Ashaary Sani (Bangl adesh) and Md Daud M Yusof (Laos).
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