27 MAR 2001

MALAYSI A TO HOST ASI A PRESS ASSEMBLY

KUALA LUMPUR, March 27 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will play host to the
fifth One Asia Assenbly to be held at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, here,
end of this year or early next year.

Press Foundation of Asia (PFA) secretary-general Khairul Bashar said
today United Nations Secretary-Ceneral Kofi Annan had agreed to open the
assenbly while Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad woul d deliver
t he keynot e address.

"Both men have agreed in principle to attend the assenbly which will be
hel d either in Novenber this year or January or February next year," he
said after the PFA organising conmttee neeting, here.

The neeting was chaired by PFA chairman Dat uk Mazl an Nordi n.

Those attendi ng the nmeeting included the UN secretary-general's special
envoy to Myanmar, Tan Sri Razali Ismail, who is the co-chairman, president
of the PFA Mal aysian chapter Datuk A Kadir Jasin, who is the chief
executive of the One Asia Assenbly, and Bernama general nanager Syed Jamil
Jaaf ar .

The five-day assenbly is expected to draw nore than 1, 000 people
conpri sing publishers, editors and reporters fromall over the world, Asian
stat esnen, academi ci ans, bankers, scientists and intellectuals, officials
fromthe UN and ot her international agencies.
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