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“Mal aysi a must do nobre to enhance environ awar eness

Zety Fazil ah Bahar uddin

MALAYSI A has to do nore on environnental issues, despite its achi evenent
in constructing well-designed and hi gh-technol ogy hi ghways and t he

devel opnent of its property industry, a consultant said.

Al t hough there has been increasi ng awareness on the i nportance to
preserve the environnent, sone property devel opers are nmaeking only "token"
efforts towards conservati on purposes.

To sonme, planting trees in their project is just to fulfil the |oca
authority's requirenment to have a "green lung" in the housing estate.

"OF course, this is still accepted, but how many of themreally think
that it is a necessary thing to do?" UK-based Scott W/ son Consulting Goup
di rector Andrew McNab said

He said that |andslides, slope erosion and flash floods that have been
occurring in the country in the past few years all resulted fromthe sane
cause - |lack of environnental awareness.

Al t hough the | ack of awareness is not as bad as in the recent years, he
sai d, special focus should be placed on the issue, especially by those
i nvol ved i n devel opnent-rel ated activities.

"In recent years, there has been a growing realisation that it is
i npossi ble to separate economni ¢ devel opnent from environnmental and soci al
i ssues, " McNab sai d.

"This is because in the past nost countries, especially the
under devel oped or devel opi ng ones, were busy worki ng towards achi evi ng
devel oped st at us.

"I't was only recently that environnental issues becane inportant and
efforts were taken by nany countries to preserve nature. These countri es,
in fact, have noved one step ahead by engagi ng consultants before
proceedi ng wi th any devel opment project,"” he said.

Citing Mal aysia as an exanple, he said that in the Ei ghth Ml aysia Pl an
(2001-2005) tabled by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | ast
mont h, the Governnment has focused on better conservation and managenent of
t he environnment and natural resources, and to achi eve sustai nabl e
devel oprent .

Mal aysi an conpani es, meanwhil e, have started to accept the idea of
engagi ng consultants to advise themon their devel opment projects.

Scott W/l son, for instance, has been involved in a nunber of prestigious
projects such as Kual a Lunmpur Sentral, and the Express Rail Link from
Kual a Lunpur to the KL International Airport in Sepang.

McNab said Scott WIlson offers a wi de range of consultancy services,

i ncluding transport planning, transport infrastructure such as hi ghways,
airports, railways and ports, industrial devel opnment and urban
i nfrastructure.

In transport planning, MNab said, the conpany was appointed to provide
advice on traffic control for the Sepang F1 Racing Circuit, the Shah Al am
public transport systemnasterplan, and the Sprint highway traffic and
engi neering audit.

Scott W son also offers pavenent eval uation services. The conpany
i ntroduced pavenent rehabilitation using recycled cenent-bound readbase
for the North-South Expressway project. In addition, the conmpany was
responsi bl e for pavenent investigati on at Damansar a- Puchong H ghway.

The conpany al so provi ded advi ce for the Penchal a Tunnel, Ml aysia's
first dual three-lane tunnel project in the Kl ang Vall ey.



Asked whet her Scott W/Ison plans to tie up with | ocal universities to
provide skills training to Mal aysi ans on specific project consultation,
McNab said they are interested in such ventures but the conpany has not
been approached to date.

"If possible, we would like to stress the inportance of the
environnmental sector, a main concern in any property, highways, airport or
port devel opnent project now," he added.
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