21/ 01/ 2001
Mal aysi a keen on Japanese SM s

Syed Nadzri in Csaka

MALAYSI A is keen to be hone to small-scale industries fromJapan which are
facing difficulty in finding people to run them Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d.

He said there were at least 10 to 20 of the nmore than 5,500 of such
fam |l y-run busi nesses around the Tokyo area that were suitable to be
rel ocated to Mal aysi a.

These industries, mainly backyard operations enploying a small nunber of
peopl e, are not dooned econom cally but many of them cannot carry on as
the owners' children are just not interested in taking over the
busi nesses.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to Mal aysian journalists after recording a
interview at the Kansai Tel ecasting Corporation in OCsaka yesterday.

He was asked to el aborate on his observations and i nterest on Japanese
backyard i ndustries and whether it was possible for sone of themto be
rel ocated to Mal aysi a.

"Most of the industries are run by individuals with two or three
wor kers. Now they are facing problenms because their children are not keen

to take over although the businesses are still in good shape. If the
children are not interested, | think the industries could be relocated to
Mal aysi a. "

The Prime M nister said these were mainly support industries.

"They do not nake products for the end-user but supply conponents to
bi gger industries. W already have a vendor systemof industry in Ml aysia
provi di ng supplies to Proton.

"Perhaps we coul d expand on this and have small industries to make
components for the el ectronics and avi ati on sector."”

Dr Mahathir was al so asked whether it was wi se for Malaysia to continue
to copy Japan now t hat Japan was show ng signs of failing.

He said Mal aysia did not have to ape the way Japan was now copyi ng the
Vst .

"But there are nany other aspects of the Japanese system from which we
coul d pick up. For instance, one of the students pointed out in ny
di al ogue with them (on Friday) that Ml aysi an shopkeepers do not treat
customers |like the Japanese do - polite, ever-smling and hel pful. This is
one aspect we can copy.

"There are others, of course - cleanliness, discipline and nmethods of
bringing up children. This we can follow. Not the econom c system which
t he Japanese copy fromthe Wst."

On the outcone of his visit to Japan, Dr Mahathir said the main purpose
of the trip was to participate in the econom ¢ synposi um organi sed by
Mai nachi Shi mbun and attend a reception to commenorate the publishing of
hi s book A Message to Japan on Thursday.

But at the sane tinme, he said, he took the opportunity to visit the
Sharp liquid crystal plant and the El ectro-Communi cation Col | ege, a
mul timediainstitute.

He said al though he did not discuss specific projects with Sharp, the
conmpany had indicated that it would step up its operations in Ml aysia,
now conpri sing four factories.

Dr Mahathir said interests had al so been shown for Malaysia Airlines to
add anot her Japanese destination in the Ckayama Prefecture.

He said in his discussions with Japanese officials, there were



suggestions that Japan and some other countries in the region start an
aerospace venture to build nedi umrange passenger aircraft.

He said this was sonething that could be | ooked into because air travel
woul d be big business in future. He added that the nmanufacture of aircraft
was now domi nated by two gi ant conpanies - Boeing of the United States and
Ai rbus I ndustries of Europe.

Dr Mahathir | eaves for home today.
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