22/ 09/ 2001
Mal aysi a supports US nove

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

ALOR STAR, Fri. - Malaysia supported the United States' nove to hunt down
terrorist groups and stop terrorismbut did not agree if the innocent were
victim sed in the processs, Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

The Prime M nister said the use of arns al one woul d not solve terrorism
as long as unresol ved problens related to the oppression of people in
several parts of the world thensel ves remai ned unresol ved.

Dr Mahathir said while Mal aysia supported efforts to curb terrorism it
felt that it was tinmely for the world community to give attention to
sol ving probl ens whi ch caused people to resort to terrorism

These included the violence in Pal estine, Iraq and Chechnya.

"I'f we want to wipe out terrorism problens |ike those in Pal estine nust
be sol ved.

"W have to stop the oppression of the Pal estinians and al so the peopl e
of lIraqg, the Chechens and others."

Speaki ng at the | aunching of the "Kedah Devel oped State - 2010" action
devel opnent plan, Dr Mahathir said the terrorist attacks in the US al so
did not bring about victory to anyone.

"What will happen is that there will be nore serious battles and the
killing of nmore people.™

Dr Mahat hir said although Mal aysia did not condone the use of viol ence
in solving problens, it acknowl edged the fact that people do resort to
extrene action when there was no alternative

"W do not support such violent action, but problens that | ead people to
resort to violence nust be tackled and resol ved. "

Citing an exanple in Palestine, Dr Mahathir said the Pal estinians were
murdered in a systemati c and wel | - pl anned nanner every day by a gover nnent
set up by their nei ghbours.

Their eneni es nade use of sophisticated weapons, placing the
Pal estinians in a position where the only way to defend thensel ves was to
turn to human expl osi ves.

"The Pal estinians have no answer to this (violence); there is no way to
def end t hensel ves because they do not have weapons as sophisticated as
their enem es.

"That was why some tinmes we could see sone Pal estini ans bl owi ng
thensel ves up, killing thenselves in their effort to get even.”

Expressing concern on the matter, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia hoped
attention would now be given to solving these unresol ved probl ens.

"After the tragedy (in the US), attention should be given to solving the
probl ens whi ch had caused the feeling of hatred anbng sone peopl e, people
who had gone to the extent of ramming aircraft and causi ng many i nnocent
people to die," he added.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia preferred to concentrate on devel opnent and
opposed vi ol ence and any ki nd of destructive actions.

"I'n our country, too, there are people who want to resort to violent
action.

"I'n Mal aysia, there is no reason to use violence to achi eve sonet hi ng
because we are a denocratic country.

"If a governnent needed to be changed, it should be done in a peaceful
way t hrough el ections."”



	Malaysia supports US move (NST 22/09/2001)

