01/ 09/ 2001
Mal aysi a hosting dental congress

Anni e Freeda Cruez
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri - Malaysia is hosting the 89th FDI Wrld Dental Congress
2001 from Sept 22 to Cct 1 - the first devel oping country to do so

More than 10,000 dentists, dental auxillaries and nmenbers of the dental
i ndustry fromover 100 countries are expected to participate in the
congress themed "Dentistry in the New M Il ennium- A H gh Tech Revol uti on"
jointly organised by the FDI Worl d Dental Federation and Mal aysi an Dent al
Associ ati on.

It will be opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad at
Putra Stadium National Sports Conplex, Bukit Jalil on Sept 27.

Congress | ocal organising committee chairman Datuk Dr A Ratnanesan said
the congress would touch on three aspects - business neetings, scientific
programres and the world dental exhibition.

"The mai n objective of the congress is to feature the progress that
dentistry has made over the years besides the presentati on of state-of-
the-art dentistry, both in the scientific programmes and exhibition," he
told the New Straits Ti nes today.

The busi ness neetings are scheduled for Sept 22 to Sept 27 and the
scientific programmes and world dental exhibition fromSept 28 to Cct 1 at
Putra Worl d Trade Centre

Dr Ratnanesan, said top experts in various specialities would speak on
advances in dentistry.

The dental exhibition, he added, would feature the | atest state-of-the-
art technol ogy in equipnent, materials and allied sciences, while the
busi ness neeti ngs woul d di scuss political devel opments in dentistry and
the future direction of the FDI.

Dr Ratnanesan, who is al so the Ml aysi an Dental Association chairman
said the focus of the congress is on oral health care.

He said the outcome of all deliberation at the congress would all be
docunented and be circulated to all National Dental Associations.

FDI Executive director Dr Perake Zillen who arrived in Malaysia from
London today to do the final inspection of arrangements for the congress
said the FDI was an ol d organi sati on which represented sone 750, 000
dentists worl dw de.

"W work closely with the Wrld Health Organisation and United Nations
and their different bodies, and our goal together is to have the best ora
care for the people in the world,” Dr Zillen said.

"W are pleased with the arrangenents made by the Ml aysi an Dent al
Associ ation and ot her organi sations for the forthcom ng congress.

"The FDI is al so happy to announce that Dr Rat nanesan woul d be the first
person from a devel oping country to take over the presidency of the FD
Worl d Dental Federation, starting Sept 27," he added.

Dr Ratnanesan is scheduled to hold the presidency post for a period of
two years.

Dr Zillen said sone 200 international speakers and presenters are
schedul ed to give tal ks during the congress. Al so, 400 exhibitors, nostly
fromoverseas, will display their products - dental -rel ated equi pnent and
material s at the exhibition

The hosting of the congress was made a reality through the support and
encour agenment of Dr Mahathir and Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng.

The key officials to the congress are scheduled to arrive in Ml aysia on
Sept 19 onwards while the main delegates will arrive by Sept 24.



The 2000 congress was held in Paris.
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