11/ 10/ 2001
Mal aysi ans told not to interfere

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah
LANGKAW , Wed. - Mal aysi ans have been urged not to go to Afghanistan to
fight with Taliban forces against the United States.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d t oday
Mal aysi ans shoul d not be seen as interfering in Afganistan's interna
affairs and that it was best for the people to support the Government on
t he issue.

"W shouldn't be seen as interfering in the donestic affairs of
Af ghani stan," the Hone M nister told reporters after the Cabi net neeting
chaired by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad at Gunung Raya
her e.

Abdul | ah had been asked to comment on a statenment by Pas secretary-
general Nashruddin Mat |Isa that the party had given the green light to its
menbers to fight with Taliban forces.

Nashruddi n had said the Pas | eadership had declared a jihad agai nst the
United States for its retaliation agai nst Af ghani stan followi ng the Sept
11 attacks on New York and Washi ngt on.

He had al so said Pas nenbers were not required to seek the party's
approval if they wished to take up the fight in Afghanistan.

Wt hout discounting the possibility of Nashruddin's statenment being an
attenpt by Pas to gain popularity, Abdullah said Pas should not
"recomend” such things because "we should not be nmeddling in the affairs
of Af ghani stan".

He said the Governnent was not aware if there were Ml aysi ans al ready
fighting i n Af ghani st an.

Besi des the Anerican-1ed attacks, Afghani stan was goi ng through an
escalating civil war between the Taliban and the Northern Alliance.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi a synpat hi sed with what was happening in
Af ghani stan but this did not nmean "we shoul d send our people to
Af ghani st an".

He said it was inportant for the people to support the Governnent's
effort ininitiating a United Nations conference to discuss the issue of
terrorism

He said the di scussion should focus on the definition of terrorism

"I't should | ook at who can be referred to as terrorists and whet her the
fight to free their countries can be referred to as terrorism

"To sonme, they would be referred as terrorists but, to others, they
woul d be referred as freedomfighters,” he said.

Abdul | ah said there was a need for the people to understand i ssues that
were facing the world.

He said the Governnment had instructed Ml aysi an anbassadors to seek the
views of |eaders in other countries with a hope of getting their support
for the conference.

"W are al so hoping the United Nations would be willing to host the
conference."

He said overcom ng the problemof terrorismshould involve an
under standi ng of all parties.

"It is not [imted to one particular country. W need an understandi ng
and an exchange of information on terrorismbecause terrorists could be
found anywhere and we could track their novenments through co-operation.”

Abdul | ah said with the support of the people, the Governnent is
confident of succeeding in holding the conference.



Meanwhi l e, Umo I nformation chief Datuk Mistapa Mhaned said Pas shoul d
focus on inmproving the standard of living of Muslins in the country
i nstead asking themto go to Afghani stan.

He said Pas should upgrade the Iife of Muslins, especially those in
Kel ant an and Terengganu in terns of education and technol ogy.

Must apa added that Pas has to be fair to the people in the two States,
who were still far behind in terns of econony, investnents and job
opportunities.
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