08 OCT 2001
Parl i anent-Terrori st
MALAYSI A CONDEMNS USE OF TERRORI SM TO RESOLVE PROBLEMS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 8 (Bernamm) -- Ml aysia condemms and rejects the use
of terrorismto achieve any objective, the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today.

"So long there are ways open to resolving problens or dissatisfaction
over any matter, terrorismshould not be the choice,"he said when replying
to Datuk Ahmad Husni Hanadzl ah (BN Tanbun) during Question Tine in the
Dewan Rakyat here.

Dr Mahathir al so said conventional war would not overcone terrorism and
defeat the terrorists and would only result in the innocent beconi ng
victins and probably the terrorists thensel ves escapi ng.

Dr Mahathir said if the terrorists were killed or captured but the
cause for their terrorismstill remained, there was no guarantee that
others would not resort to terrorismas well.

"In view of this the Ml aysi an Governnment does not agree to war being
waged agai nst countries said to be harbouring terrorists,” he said.

"This will only bring disaster to the country concerned w thout even an
iota of success in the effort to elimnate terrorismor terrorists,” the
Prinme Mnister said.

He said terrorismand terrorists could not be defeated nmilitarily but
the reasons why terrorists were terrorising should be identified and action
taken to address these causes.

Only by adopting an approach of joint effort to resolving the causes
for terrorism could terrorismitself be stopped, he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia practised the denocratic systemwhere the
government whi ch was disliked by the majority of the people could be
changed only by the vote.

"We have found that the right to change the governnment through this
method is indeed found in Malaysia and it is effective. Hence terrorism
cannot beconme a choice in Malaysia," he said.

Dr Mahathir said terrorismwas not the nonopoly of Mislinms as on nmany
occasi ons people of other nationalities and religions including Jews,

Hi ndus, Buddhists, Christians and atheists had al so committed terrorism

"It is nost unfair to link terrorismto Islam"” the Prinme Mnister
sai d.

He said Muslins and Islamc countries should act rationally to oppose
terrorismso as to restore the inmage of Islam

Islamic countries should call for a conference anong thensel ves and
|ater an international conference to discuss the problemof terrorism and
its interpretation, Dr Mahathir said.

"Today there are nmany interpretations to it, particularly in connection
with the terrorismconmtted by certain governments agai nst foreigners.
International |aws should be drawn up to check terrorismand the
terrorists,” he added.

Only if the Organisation of Islamc Conference (O C) adopted a rationa
approach and acted rationally in facing the issue of terrorists and
terrorismcould the i mage of Islam be restored, he said.
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