31 AUG 2001
Mer deka- Cel ebr ati ons
MALAYSI A CELEBRATES NATI ONAL DAY WTH UNITY SPIRI T

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 31 (Bernama) -- Mal aysi ans today marked the 44th
anni versary of their country's independence in the spirit of unity and
determ nation to forge ahead in all fields.

Par ades, prayers and gatherings were held across the country in which
people of all races took part in the spirit of "Kerananu Ml aysia", the
theme of the cel ebrations.

Sonme 10, 000 people jamed the Dataran Merdeka fromearly this norning
to watch the National Day parade and other events held to mark the
occasi on.

The Yang di - Pertuan Agong, Sultan Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah, and the
Raj a Permai suri Agong, Tuanku Hajjah Siti Aishah, graced the cel ebrations.

Joining Their Mjesties on the special dais in front of the historic
Sul tan Abdul Samad O ock Tower Building were the Prime Mnister, Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad, Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badaw
and Cabi net M nisters.

Menbers of the foreign diplomatic corps and hundreds of tourists from
far and near were held spellbound for two and half hours as they watched
the National Day parade and ot her events such as cultural dances, floats
processi on and band displays in fine weather conditions.

The cel ebrati ons began with the rendition of the Negara Ku and soon
after there was a fly-past by five air force helicopters carrying the Jal ur
Gem | ang and the Arnmed Forces fl ag.

H s Majesty then inspected a guard of honour and this was foll owed by
t he readi ng of the "Rukun Negara, |led by five secondary school students.

The recitation of a poemtitled "Kanm | ah Warga Keagungan Bangsa" in
between a 14-gun salute further fanned the patriotic spirit in the people
present.

A total of 2,300 school children formed the National Day 2001 | ogo and
t hene "Keranamu Ml aysi a”.

Al in all 86 contingents and bands took part in the National Parade
here this norning.

In ALOR SETAR, the Sultan of Kedah watched the state | evel National Day
march past along with nore than 10, 000 peopl e at Medan Tunku

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain and State Executive
Councillors were al so present.

A total of 152 contingents involving nore than 5,000 people took part
in the march past which began at Jal an Tel ok Wanj ah and ended at Medan Kot a
near Masjid Zahir, about a kil onetre away.

The "Nasi Kandar" and the State Assenbl ynen contingents attracted the
nost attention at the cel ebrations.

In PONTI AN, the venue for the Johor state |level celebrations, a tota
of 108 contingents which included nmenbers of uniforned organi sati ons took
part in a kilonmetre-long march past fromthe Pontian Stadiumto Bandar Baru
Ponti an.

The programme included the reading of a National Day pledge by children
of varous races born on Aug 31. Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani
O hman rel eased hundreds of nulti-coloured balloons to synbolise the
country's freedom and the people's determination to cling to their
i ndependence.

In KANGAR, an el ephant swathed in the Jalur Genilang added col our to
the Perlis state | evel National Day march past in which 106 contingents



i nvol ving nore than 12,000 people took part.

The el ephant was brought from Thailand to | ead the Kangar Muni ci pal
Council contingent to evoke the cultural nmenories of the Perlis people. On
reaching the main dais, the el ephant bent its knee as a show of respect to
the Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassim

Al so taking part in the march was a cavalry contingent fromthe State
Vet erinary Services Departnent.

I n SEREMBAN, the Yang di-Pertuan Besar of Negeri Senbilan Tuanku
Ja' afar and Tunku Anpuan Naji hah, the Undangs of Jel ebu, Johol, Renbau and
Sungai U ong and the Tunku Besar of Tanpin, as well as Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Mohanmed |sa Abdul Samad and Puan Sri Hazi zah Tumi n watched the National
Day cel ebrations at the Serenban Munici pal Council padang.

A total of 5,000 people in 88 contingents fromthe various gover nnent
and private sector agencies took part in the march past.

In KOTA KINABALU, 75 contingents fromstate and Federal departnents,
school s and non-governnental organi sations took part in the Sabah | evel
Nati onal Day parade in the grounds of the Kota Kinabalu H gh Court.

The march past started at the Hi gh Court grounds and ended at Padang
Mer deka.

Sabah Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai took the salute and
revi ewed the parade. Chief Mnister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat was al so present.

I n KOTA SAMARAHAN, Sarawak, a heavy norni ng downpour did not danpen the
spirit of the people taking part in the National Day parade at the Sports
Conpl ex.

In solidarity with those getting wet in the rain, Chief Mnister Tan
Sri Abdul Taib Mahmud and State Cabinet Mnisters went on to the padang to
shake hands with the heads of the 99 contingents w thout the cover of an
unbrel | a.

In KOTA BAHARU, 31 canel brand bicycles fromthe Kel antan Canel Bicycle
C ub and 33 horses fromthe Kel antan Equestrian O ub added col our to the
state | evel National Day procession in Jalan Mahnood in front of Stadium
Sul tan Mohaned 1 V.

The old bicycles flying the Jalur Gemlang were ridden by young people
to syonblise the vehicles used by the early freedomfighters.

A total of 4,200 people in 120 contingents took part in the parade
whi ch was reviewed by Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz N k Mat and
wat ched by t housands of peopl e.

In TAIPI NG some 10, 000 peopl e gathered in Jal an Panggung Wayang to
wat ch the Perak | evel National Day parade which was reviewed by the Raja
Muda of Perak, Raja Nazrin Shah.

Al so present were the Raja di-Hlir of Perak, Raja Jaafar Raja Mida
Musa, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Tajol Rosli Chazali and state dignitaries.

Sonme 5,000 people took part in the parade in 96 contingents
representing government agencies, schools and non-governnent al
organi sations. The state |evel celebrations have been centered outside |poh
for the first tine.

In KUANTAN, a drizzle did not prevent about 15,000 people fromgoing to
t he Kuantan Muni ci pal Council Padang 1 (Padang MPK1) to watch the Pahang
| evel National Day parade.

The Regent of Pahang Tengku Abdul | ah Sultan Ahmad Shah, Menteri Besar
Dat uk Seri Adnan Yaakub and State Executive Councillors watched the parade
i n which 88 contingents representing government agencies, schools and NGOs
took part.

The cel ebrati ons began with the inspection of the guard of honour by
Tengku Abdul | ah and this was foll owed by the singing of the Negaraku and an
ai r show.

In MELAKA, 103 contingents from schools, universities, government



agenci es and public and private sector bodies took part in the state-|evel
Nati onal Day cel ebrati ons at Padang Pahl awan, Bandar Hilir.

The three-kilonetre | ong march past ended in Jalan Hang Tuah.

Mel aka Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahmad Shahabudi n, Chief M nister
Datuk Wra Mhd Ali Rustam and State Executive Councillors watched the
parade al ong with 10, 000 peopl e.

I n PENANG, thousands of people thronged the Minicipal Council Padang at
Butterworth to watch the state |evel National Day march past in which 86
contingents involving some 7,200 people took part.

Penang Yang Di pertua Negeri Tun Abdul Rahman Abbas, Chief M nister Tan
Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, State Assenbly Speaker Datuk Yahaya Abdul Ham d and
State Executive Councillors were al so present.

The cel ebrations included cultural performances by the various races
and the rendition of patriotic songs and poens.

I n KUALA TERENGGANU, Sultan M zan Zainal Abidin and Pernmaisuri Nor
Zahirah as well as Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Abdul Hadi Awang attended the
state |l evel celebrations at the Lapangan Shahbandar.

Sonme 5, 000 peopl e watched the cel ebrations in which contingents from
governnment departnents, the private sector and schools in Kual a Terengganu
took part.
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