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MALAYSI A IS A LI BERAL COUNTRY- DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, March 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said today Malaysia is a liberal country which allows its
peopl e of various races to practise their respective religions and do
things in line with their own | anguage and cul ture.

There woul d be no problemif each race forged unity within itself as
such unity was limted to safeguarding its own interests, he said.

"It does not becone a probl em because the unity is limted to
safeguarding its own interest during negotiations anong the various races,"”
he said.

"Even though united along racial lines, in questions affecting the
country they will cone together as Ml aysians,"” he said when replying to Dr
Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong) in the Dewan Rakyat during Question Time.

Dr Tan asked as to what woul d becone to the concept of the Ml aysian
race which was projected in the past when at present each race was asked to
unite along comunity |ines.

Dr Mahathir said there would be no problemif Ml ays were united, as
such unity was limted to defending their rights which were enshrined in
the Constitution.

Dr Mahathir said Mal ays were only denmandi ng what had becone their
rights and did not touch the rights of others.

As such even though Islamwas the state religion, it could also be
practised by other people and even though Bahasa Mal aysi a whi ch was based
on the Mal ay Language was the national |anguage, other |anguages could be
used up to the school level and in their respective dealings.

"W have no objections. W are a nultiracial country which is very
liberal, nore liberal than the United States,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the people of the United States conprised various
races but the national |anguage was English and the | anguage taught at
school s was al so English and there could be no other |anguages receiving
support fromthat country's governmnent.

Unlike in this country, he said the governnent aided Chinese and Tami |
school s and apart fromthat hel ped in various other activities such as in
t he buil ding of tenples and churches.

"We are nore |iberal than other governnents of the world and we can be
proud of it," Dr Mahathir said.

On the concept of the Mal aysian race, the Prime Mnister said if
Mal aysi a wanted to have a pure Mal aysi an race, the best way of bringing
about this was probably through the process of assimlation that was
absor bi ng non-Mal ays and turning theminto Mal ays and converting themto
I sl am

"But we are nore |liberal here. W do not want themto change their
religion, nanmes or their |anguages but in matters affecting the comon
interest of the country they will have to unite as the Mal aysi an people,"”
he said.

Earlier when replying to Datuk Ruhanie Haji Ahmad (BN Parit Sul ong), Dr
Mahat hir said Malay unity as nmeant by Umo was not unity in totality to the
extent that they could not have any dealings or cooperation w th non-Mlays
at all.

"It is not to cause enmty with non-Mal ays or to oppose themor go to
war with them" he said.

Dr Mahathir said Malay unity was to defend four things which were



recogni sed as their rights as already enshrined in the Constitution --
Mal ays as the original people of the Malay states had special rights as
Mal aysi an citizens, Bahasa Mel ayu is recogni sed as the national |anguage,
Islamas the official religion and the Malay Rulers as constitutional
nmonarchs in the states which fornmed part of Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahathir said the chall enge nade agai nst these four things
threatened all Mal ays be they from Umo, PAS or other other parties.

"Hence defending these rights does not benefit Umo fromthe aspect of
party politics. Those benefiting will be all the Malays and all of them
shoul d be involved in defending these rights,"” he said.

He said without the participation of the Malays fromPAS, it would be
perci eved that actually PAS did not agree to the four things nmentioned
earlier.

"If PAS appears to be willing to drop the four things and Keadil an
(Parti Keadilan Nasional) denies it is a Malay party, then it will be
difficult for Umo alone to defend the rights successfully,” Dr Mbhathir
sai d.

The Prime Mnister said Umo did not reject national unity and by
defending Malay rights it was al so not jeopardising national unity but in
fact strengthening national unity.

He said if PAS Mal ays isolated thensel ves from Umo Ml ays and ot her
Mal ays, national unity would be inconplete as PAS Mal ays were not init.

Dr Mahathir said, "PAS will not be w ped out if PAS Mal ays united with
Umo Ml ays in defending Malay rights. In other matters PAS can continue to
be hostile to Umo."

Recalling the vital role Malay unity played in the struggle against the
Mal ayan Union, Dr Mahathir said at that tinme nearly all the Ml ays were
uni ted under Umo and the colonial rulers had to bow to Umo's demands.

He said if at that time, there had been this clear disunity as at
present, the colonial rulers would not have entertai ned the Mal ay demands
and the conditon that Ml ay rights be protected would al so have gone
unheeded.

He said the fact that Malay unity under Umo did not jeopardise
nati onal unity was clearly denonstrated when Chinese and Indians joined the
Mal ays i n demandi ng i ndependence and accepted the condition for the
protection of Malay rights and privil eges.

He said national unity was al so denonstrated as the non-Mal ay rights
were al so guaranteed in the Constitution.

"Hence Mal ay unity is good for Malaysia and will contribute to national
unity," he said.

To a supplenentary question from Ruhanie as to whether the conditions
i nposed by PAS for the neeting with Umo showed that PAS was under pressure
from non-Mal ays to avoid the Malay unity dial ogue, Dr Mahathir said he did
not know as to whet her PAS was bei ng pressured by non-Ml ays or by its own
nmenbers.

The Prime Mnister said the conditions inposed for the neeting were
clearly not related to the question of unity still Umo did not reject
them so that no one woul d have the opportunity of accusing Umo that it
did not want Malay unity.

"W (Umo) want this unity...for the limted purpose, | nentioned
earlier,"” he added.
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