19 APR 2001
Mahat hi r - Di al ogue
MALAYSI A W LLI NG TO COOPERATE W TH AFRI CA | N ALL AREAS, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, April 19 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will cooperate with Africa
in a wide range of areas mainly trade, technol ogy transfer and education,
said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

Africa is a continent with tremendous opportunities and resources, he
said in the souvenir progranme of the Young African Leadership and
Intell ectual D al ogue organi sed by the African Students Society in Ml aysia
at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here today.

"Mal aysia is keen to share its experience with other countries and such
di al ogue will be useful in fostering cooperation and strengtheni ng our
ties," he said, citing the the Southern African International D al ogue held
i n Mozanbi que recently.

"I was encouraged by the commtnment of African |eaders to work together
with Malaysia to tap such opportunity available in many areas incl uding
that of information technol ogy,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia has been providing educational assistance to
i nternational students through the Ml aysia Technical Cooperation Progranme
(MICP) .

"It is ny hope that nore African students can pursue their higher
education in Malaysia and this is one way Ml aysi an youth can share the
experience with their African peers," he said.

Dr Mahathir hoped that the association could do its bit to help foster
unity anong African students here to enable themto benefit fromtheir stay
i n Mal aysi a.

The di al ogue focused on the thenme "The Role of the New Generation in
Devel opi ng Countries”.

About 1,000 people including diplomts, students and youth | eaders from
the Bari san Nasional (BN) component parties attended the dial ogue.
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