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Mahat hi r - Bush
MALAYSI A URGES US TO SOLVE PALESTI NI AN | SSUE

By: Mohd Kamel O hman & Ridzuan Zul ki fli

SHANGHAI, Oct 20 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysia has urged the United States to
solve the Palestinian issue in its fight against international terrorism
followi ng the Sept 11 attacks on New York and Washi ngt on.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said that by doing so, it
woul d reduce the feeling of frustration and anger in the Mislimworld.

Speaki ng to Mal aysian journalists after having bilateral talks with US
Presi dent George WBush on the sidelines of the NNnth Asia Pacific Economc
Cooperation (Apec) Leaders Meeting here, Dr Mahathir said: "I explained to
himto renove the causes of terrorismand | singled out the problemin
Pal estine as the nost inportant cause."

Present at the bilateral talks were International Trade and Industry
M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz and Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d
Al bar .

However, Dr Mahathir said, they both agreed that the Pal estinian issue
could not be settled overnight.

"lIt's difficult but he thinks that it nust be resolved and this is
sonet hing that we agree on," he said.

He said Bush told himthat he has been urging Israel and Pal estine to
settle their conflict and accepted that there should be a Palestinian state
and in return, the Palestinians nmust accept Israel as a Jew sh state.

"He (Bush) hinmself said that he does not want to be in the public eye
maki ng photo opportunities with regard to the m ddl e-east issue but he has
taken interest (in the issue) and he wants to try and resolve it," he said.

Asked if Bush made a request that Mal aysia, as a noderate Islamc
country, play its role in conbating terrorism Dr Mahathir said: "He did
mention Mal aysia as a noderate Islamc country and believes Ml aysia has a
role to play."

"He seens to think that we have a role to play in the Muslimworld and
| explained to himthe anger and frustration of the Muslimworld and he
seens to appreciate nmy views and understand what | said,” Dr Mhathir
added.

The prime mnister said he al so expl ai ned why Mal aysi a coul d not
support the US-led air strikes on Afghanistan in retaliation for the Sept
11 attacks.

In the Sept 11 devastating attacks, hijackers crashed airliners into
the World Trade Centre in New York and the Pentagon in Washington, killing
about 5, 600 peopl e.

Dr Mahathir said Bush expl ained Anerica's viewpoint and the feelings of
the American people as a result of the attacks.

"I think our views and their views are different on the issue so | did
not push, except we say that we cannot support," he said.

"I think he accepts the fact that we differ on certain issues but we
see eye-to-eye on this very inportant issue of terrorismand al so the need
to revive the world' s econony because he feels that countries cannot
devel op unless world trade is restored.™

Dr Mahathir said that on the whole, it was a good neeting which began
wi th Bush thanking himfor witing a letter recently explaining his views
on conbating terrorism

Bush al so thanked Mal aysia for its support to the USin its fight
against terrorism

At the nmeeting, Dr Mahathir said, he also explained at | ength how



Mal aysi a dealt with the conmuni st insurgency and sol ved the probl em of
di ssatisfaction on the part of the Chinese population in Ml aysia and
eventual ly the laying of arns by the comuni sts.

The prime mnister said he al so touched on the need to prosper other
countries like what Malaysia did in resettling the 10,000 Vi et hanese
refugees who entered the country.

"W worked with Viethamin order to restore its econony and we were
able to repatriate the 10,000 Vi etnanese in Malaysia. So that is another
reason why we shoul d hel p people to beconme prosperous,” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so said that Bush wanted bilateral relations between
Mal aysia and US to be further strengthened. "That is sonething I think that
we want to do with them" he said.

The prime mnister said Bush al so wanted to know about the situation in
I ndonesi a and Mal aysia stressed the need to support the present government
under President Megawati Sukarnoputri because |Indonesia needed a strong and
credi bl e government .

He said Malaysia would |ike to see the situation in the republic
settled. "There will be a fallout when they are not well and the tendency
is for them (I ndonesians) to mgrate to Mal aysia, he added.
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