24/ 10/ 2001

Mal aysi a noderate |slamic nation, says DAP advi ser

SEREMBAN, Tues. - The DAP today asked Pas | eaders to "wake up fromtheir
sleep” in dealing with the party's plan to set up an Islamc state as
Mal aysia is al ready recognised by the world as a noderate |slanic nation

DAP |life adviser Dr Chen Man Hin said the DAP agreed with Umo president
and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad that Ml aysia was a
nmoderate | sl am c country.

"The PMs statenent is nost wel come and appreciated. This kind of
noderation is accepted by the mapjority of the people.

"The DAP does not understand why Pas still insists on having an Islamc
State of its own concept when Ml aysi a has gai ned worl dwi de recognition as
an exenplary Islamc country," he said.

"To us (the DAP), Pas has not awakened fromits sleep and despite its
so-called Islamc party, it is still ignorant of nmany issues concerning
Islam"

Dr Chen al so chi ded Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor over his statenments
in the Dewan Rakyat yesterday that the concept of an Islanmic country
advocat ed by Pas was that the Syariah | aw nmust be above everything el se.

"Fadzi|l shoul d understand better that the country has gai ned endl ess
prosperity and devel opnent over the years with the enforcenment of nany
| aws. Can he prove that the Syariah lawis solely responsible for the
country's political, social and economnic devel opments? If so, then provide
us with the proof."

He described such statenments as unfair, undenocratic and theocratic. He
added it was too bad that until today Pas | eaders still failed to realise
that Mal aysia was a multi-racial and denocratic country. Saying that Pas
woul d send a nmenorandumto Dr Mahathir on the issue of an Islamc State,
Fadzil claimed that the Barisan Nasional was giving the country a bad nane
inthe Islanmic world because it was unclear on many matters concerni ng
I sl am
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