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Mal aysia to put nore enphasis on science

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Government is placing greater enphasis on

sci ence and producing nore scientists as they are the key to the country's
future progress and i ndependence.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said the ability to i nvent
and i nprove on products would help Mal aysia to be | ess dependent on
devel oped nations for various needs.

Even on vital matters |i ke national security and defence, many countries
today were still relying on weapons and systens i nvented by devel oped
nati ons which possessed t he edge because of their superiority in science.

Dr Mahathir said the m splaced perception that science and |Islamwere
not conpati ble had to be corrected as the action of Mislins in abandoni ng
the quest for know edge, seen during the industrial revolution, had led to
the community to be left far behind.

Speaki ng at a science convention at the Pal ace of Gol den Horses, the
Prime Mnister said while Miuslinms were busy debating the process of
nmoder ni sati on and I slam others used their tinme on research and
devel opnent activities for the betternent of their people.

Taking a leaf fromthe history of the last Muslimenpire, he said its
downfall started with the energence of views advocating | esser attention
be given to certain fields of know edge because they were purportedly not
I sl amc.

This resulted in a decline in the nunber of Muslimscientists, a stark
contrast conpared to the situation during the height of the Muslim
civilisation where em nent Muslimscholars and scientists were well-known
for their discoveries and i nventi ons.

"But if we can invent new things through science that can hel p us becone
richer, nmore powerful and have the ability to protect ourselves, | believe
such an approach is encouraged by the religion,” Dr Mahathir said.

Since the end of the toman enpire, he said, no Islamc country had
achi eved progress and devel opnment whi ch enable themto be the defender or
protector of oppressed Misli ms.

He said Muslimcountries were now dependent on devel oped nations and
even their enemies for security and defence matters.

"If we are not able to defend ourselves and the religion, aren't we to
be bl aned?

"But if we want to produce nodern weapons so that we don't have to rely
on ot hers, we need the know edge and know how.

"There are many fardhu ki fayah (deeds conpul sory for the society)
negl ected by Muslins |ike in defending oursel ves and protecting the
religion.

"I'f we failed in defending ourselves, actually we are at fault. W are
to be blamed for the many Muslins in the world who are now suffering.”

Dr Mahathir said Muslins were angry seeing their brethren |ike the
Pal estinians being treated unfairly but the solution to problens faced by
Muslinms rested in their ability to acquire know edge, especially in
sci ence.

The Prime Mnister said the benefits of having a stronger Muslimcountry
coul d be seen when Mal aysi a despatched its troops to Bosni a.

"W are able to do this because we have devel oped our country, possessed
sufficient funds and a trained arny.

"It my be alittle gesture but we can already see the benefit of one



being in a better position

"Just inmagi ne what can be done if Muslimcountries possessed greater
capability in various aspects, made possi bl e through achi evenents in
science,” Dr Mahathir said.

During the industrial revolution, he said many devel opi ng countries
m ssed the chance to be part of it as they were still col oni sed.

They had to contend to just playing the role of consunmers of goods
manuf act ured by devel oped nations using raw materials provided by them

"There was even this perception then that the Ml ays were not capabl e of
participating in this sophisticated industrial race.

"We are now in the informati on age. Since we are no |onger colonised, we
have the chance of participating in it and gain the benefits. If we are to
m ss this chance once again, the country will be left behind compared to
ot hers.

"The npbst fundanental issue is whether we consider the quest for
know edge in IT as something that is inmportant.

"There are views that it is not so inmportant, so there is no need to
give it that nuch attention."

Later at a dialogue, Dr Mahathir said the small nunber of scientists in
Mal aysi a was not because the people | acked the ability.

"The reason is because we don't consider science as inportant, we think
it is sonething alien. So, it is inportant for us to provide the enphasis,
especially anong the Mal ays, on the Iink between science and religion.

"W should inculcate the inportance for Miuslins to master science and to
debunk the perception that it has no relation to the religion. If this can
be changed, the interest in pursuing science will pick up."

To anot her question on ways to enhance interest in the field, he agreed
that a new culture shoul d be incul cated anong students that could help
produce nore scientists - the inquiring and curious m nd.

Many questions posed were on facilities, incentives and career
devel opnent for those involved in science at all |evels.

Dr Mahathir said the Government woul d provide the facilities and
i ncenti ves whenever possible, adding that the educati on systemon science
shoul d al so be reviewed towards nurturing nore inquisitive students rather
than those | earni ng through menorising facts.

At a Press conference, Dr Mahathir said the national space policy was
bei ng f ormul at ed.

On the building of nore national |aboratories, he said the Governnent
woul d study proposals fromthe scientists.

On the review of the education system he believed Educati on M ni ster
Tan Sri Musa Mohanmad, who was al so present, would take note of the
concerns rai sed.
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