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MALAYSI A' S ROLE | N MAI NTAI NIl NG REG ONAL SECURI TY APPRECI ATED

BY: Abdul Aziz Harun

MANI LA, June 29 (Bernama) -- The Philippi nes appreci ates Ml aysia's
role in particular its efforts in maintaining and ensuring security in the
regi on.

President doria Macapagal Arroyo conveyed this to Defence M nister
Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak who called on her at the Ml acanang pl ace here
t oday.

Speaking to reporters after the half an hour nmeeting, Najib said
President Arroyo al so expressed appreciation to the Ml aysi an gover nment
and in particular Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad who had
contributed greatly to the process.

She al so expressed confidence that Ml aysia would continue to work
together with other Asean countries in ensuring prosperity and security in
the region, said Najib who is on a three-day visit here.

During the nmeeting, Najib said he also took the opportunity to express
Mal aysia's stand that it would never support rebellion in the Philippines,
even by the Muslim popul ation

He said he also told President Arroyo that he had a fruitfu
di scussions with his Philippine counterpart Angel o Reyes on the neet to
foster greater cooperation between the two countries.

This would be inportant to the region's security and stability
especially in waters al ong the common border, he said.

Najib said that it was agreed that operational nmlitary commanders of
both sides should maintain close ties.

"This way they can exchange information and intelligence to optimse
assets of both sides in their operations,” he said.

On Abu Sayyaf, he said the best option for the group be to reach an
agreenment for peace in southern Philippines.

"This will ensure a better future for MuslimFilipinos in ternms of
econony and devel opnent, " he said.
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