10 FEB 2001
MAF- Gat heri ng
MALAY ACTI ON FRONT DEFENDS GATHERI NG

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 10 (Bernama) -- The Malay Action Front (MAF) w Il not
apol ogi se to any group with regard to its gathering themed "Mal ays WII| Not
Peri sh From The Face O This Earth" on Sunday, which was criticised by
various quarters including Umo | eaders.

MAF Secretariat chief coordinator Datuk IbrahimAli said the
organi sation accepted all the views and comments nade regardi ng the
gathering at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) with an open nind

"The purpose of the gathering was to rai se awareness on the position of
the Mal ays which is still weak and threatened, and the need for Ml ays to
unite, and to rise to defend the Mal ay dom nance and rights,” he said at a
nmedi a conference, here today.

The gathering was reported to have deviated fromits original objective
when some Umo nmenbers and veteran party | eaders who spoke had openly
criticised the party | eadership and governnent policies.

In defendi ng the speeches, |brahimsaid the demands and criticisnms were
made out of sincerity.

He said the MAF had also sent a letter to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badaw
requesting for a neeting with the two | eaders.

| brahimrefuted the perception that the gathering had divided Umo,
saying that on the contrary, it had enhanced the Malay spirit and awareness
on the welfare and rights of the Ml ays.

"It depends on their own views, but it was clear that the gathering was
not an academ ¢ sem nar, convention, discussion or forum It was a rally
aimed at raising awareness of the Malays on their welfare and rights. The
speeches nmade were ainmed at stressing the points and of course they
appeared as critical opinions," he said.

He said the gathering al so succeeded in formng a Task Force, chaired
by former deputy prine mnister Tun Ghafar Baba, which would present a
menorandumto the government on "Malay Interests”, which was expected to be
ready in June.

On Abdul l ah's view that they should have presented their probl ens
t hrough the right channels, Ibrahimsaid it was not denied that all this
while the criticisns were nade through the existing channels such as the
Parliament, Umo Suprene Council and the Umo negeral assenbly.

"But the gathering was an exposure of the spirit of those who attended
and proved that Umo nmenbers are not 'yes nmen' as had been | abell ed by PAS
and Keadilan," he said.

| brahimal so refuted the clains that organisers of the gathering were
frustrated Umo | eaders who had been nargi nalised fromthe mainstream
because nost of the Umo nenbers involved were still holding positions in
the party.

On the call that disciplinary action be taken agai nst Umo nenbers
i nvol ved, Ibrahimsaid the matter was up to the Suprenme Council and the
party | eadership to decide

| brahi mal so urged Umo | eaders especially the three vice-presidents
and the Umo Youth Exco nenbers to go down to the people and explain on the
current issues raised by the people and to defend the party and government.

"The people are now smart. They want clarification and not everyone
under st ands when the governnent takes any action. For exanple, the
government's reacquisition of MAS (Mal aysia Airlines), give an



expl anation," he added.
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