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Mahat hir-1sl am
MALAYSI A W LL BECOVE A SECOND AFGHANI STAN I F. ...

ALOR SETAR, Nov 30 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today
rem nded Muslins that Malaysia will probably becone a "second Afghani stan”
if elements out to jeopardise national security are not checked.

The Prime Mnister said at present there had enmerged "attacks" by
certain groups in this country, who were uneasy over the peace, success and
wel | bei ng that had been brought about by the government for the people's
benefit.

"These groups are not happy with the governnent's success and they are
trying to create trouble and resort to terrorismto topple the
governnent..... if they succeed, this country will becone a second
Af ghani stan,” he sai d when openi ng the Konpl eks Al Bukhary here.

Dr Mahathir said hatred for the government had | ong been sowed by
certain groups which felt they were nore Islamic and nore qualified to
adm ni ster this country.

"Children sent to the schools which they conducted were taught to hate
government |eaders and told that they would replace the present government.
They are nmade to believe only they thenselves are right and correct,” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said instilling the idea of hating other people had indeed
occurred in Afghanistan

"The Tal i ban are people who were educated at the madrasah in Pakistan
They learnt how to hate the government in their country and finally toppled
t he Governnment of Afghanistan.™

"During the Taliban rule, wonmen were oppressed, turned into slaves...is
this Islam c teaching... when Islamin fact upholds the dignity and honour
of wonen," the Prine Mnister said.

The Prime Mnister said the flowers seen in that country were begi nni ng
to bloomin Malaysia and that is why the governnment often rem nded Mislins
in this country to remain united.

He said the one billion Muslinms in the world were weak and bei ng
oppressed because they did not follow the actual teachings of Islam

Musl i ms, he said, were now under intense pressure and were | ooked upon
as terrorists and in sonme places were treated really badly follow ng the
Sept 11 attacks in New York

"W will probably feel disappointed over the fate of Miuslinms but we are
unabl e to do anything because we are weak... because we do not follow the
actual teachings of Islam™

"Muslinms are at enmty, there is no unity, let alone the feeling of
br ot herhood anpbng them " he said.

At the same time, Muslins also did not naster know edge that could
strengthen their country and the Umah.

"Muslims do not encourage the nastering of knowl edge which was vita
for Muslimstrength. Mdreover the sad thing that occurred was when students
sent to learn Islamc know edge in other countries had instead devi ated and
| earnt how to nmake bonbs, rifles and nmet hods of wagi ng war to topple the
gover nnment . "

Dr Mahathir broke fast and attended Maghrib prayers wi th nenbers of the
public at the nosque.

Al so present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hashmah Mohd Ali and Kedah Menteri
Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain.

The Konpl eks Al - Bukhary has various facilities such as for old fol ks,



t he orphans and a training centre for the handi capped and di sabl ed.
It is owned by the Yayasan Al -Bukhary.
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