31 JAN 2001
Bahr ai n- Mal aysi a
MALAYSI A A MODEL FOR THI RD WORLD GUI DANCE, SAYS BAHRAI N LEADER

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 31 (Bernama) -- Bahrain's Prine Mnister Shaikh
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa said Malaysia's "mracle econony” and
"dynam c devel opnent" served as a nodel for Third World gui dance.

Shai kh Khalifa paid tribute to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, whom he described as the prinme architect of Mal aysia' s economc
and social transformation.

"I see this country as a civilised role nmodel for Third World gui dance.
VWhat Mal aysia has achieved in the astonishingly short tinme span of 20 years
is nothing short of a mracle.

"There is no doubt that Dr Mahathir's | eadership has been the dynano of
this renaissance,” he said in his cooments to the Bahrain journalists here
yesterday on the second day of his three-day visit to Ml aysi a.

In his comments which was published by Bahrain's Gulf Daily News today,
Shai kh Khalifa said he was very much inpressed by everything he had seen
and | ooked forward to | ong-standing sound |links in both trade and ideas.

"Bahrain, as a noderate devel oping country, will do its best to learn
from Mal aysia's experience in order to equip itself to neet global economc
chal l enges in the new m |l ennium" he said.

Shai kh Khalifa also confirmed that the Bahrain Governnment wel comed any
busi ness venture and any exchange of information with Ml aysia that woul d
enhance the future devel opment of both countries.

He said he was inpressed with Ml aysia's nodernisation and sust ai ned
econoni ¢ progress.

Shai kh Khalifa al so praised Dr Mahathir's role in fostering Islam

"Islamis a very noderate religion, therefore noderate Muslins truly
represent the essence of Islamc values, and Dr Mahathir is undoubtly one
of its dedicated diciples,"” he said

The Prem er said Bahrain and other @ulf countries enjoyed excell ent
relations with Kual a Lunpur.
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