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DO YOU know what determ nes the success or failure of governnents? Harold
Macni |l lan, a former British prime nminister was reported to have said,
"Events, dear boy, events".

The UWNO-| ed Barisan National (up to 1974 the Alliance) has won (with
two-thirds majority) all general elections since 1955. First it was
because of the fight for Merdeka but after independence it was the
coal i tion governnment's econom c perfornance.

Per haps the Barisan National Government's achi evenent is not as
spect acul ar as Si ngapore's or Pudong-Shanghai's but it is pretty good, and
notably even as | say so, better than the rest of Asean's.

However the new voters - estimated to be 2.5 mllion plus another
quarter of amllion, perhaps nore, security forces veterans - cannot be
expected to renenber all that.

Di pl omacy - sonetinmes firm often not but al ways frank t hough not
necessarily graceful - is enployed to nanage our international relations
to secure and advance Mal aysi an political, econom c and security
i nterests, and t o enhance t he standi ng of the nations whil e sinultaneously
guar di ng our i ndependence and soverei gnty.

I f we had appeared assertive, and even pugnacious at times, it was
because we do not want to encourage attenpts to inpose onus as if it were
a "conditional sovereignty". W resent any power, superpower or reginal,
dictating their policies on us nor do we tolerate blatant interferences in
our donestic politics.

Smal | though we are, Malaysia is not and has never been a client state
of any power.

The USfinds it quite useful to put us and ot her devel opi ng nati ons on
t he def ensi ve by nmaki ng human rights into a major i ssue. In our case, it
injects the gaoling of Dato Seri Anwar |brahiminto the bargain.

I will not be altogether surprised if Washi ngton provi de nore support to
various Ml aysi an opposition groups including all types of non-governnent
organi sations engaged in trying to discredit and ultimately topple the
Government. It does seemthese peopl e have becone too i mpatient to wait
for the next polls.

They wor ked very hard during the 1999 general el ections but not enough
toswing the results. | knowthey have been pl anni ng and wor ki ng hard
since then to make their frustrations and discontent heard and felt via
periodi c street denonstrations.

I recall with pleasure that Ml aysia (Malaya until 1963) and US has had
a | ong-standi ng good rel ati ons. W want to enhance the rel ationship as
indicated to the Anerican anbassador here, Lynn Pascoe, by no ot her than
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamed hinmsel f | ast week. A sinmilar desire was
conveyed to US Secretary of State, Colin Powell personally recently.

W di d have problens with the Cinton Adm nistration which is gone, so
| et us begin afresh, with the Bush Admi nistration, arelationship for
mut ual benefit.

After all, Malaysiais the twelth [argest inporter of US products
(US$11.4 billion, US$1 = RVMB. 80) nore than the continued inports of
Armeri can goods by I ndia, | ndonesia and Russi a. Anerican direct investnent
(FDI') in Mal aysia totalled US$5 billion between 1995-2000

| can go on with the numerous good reasons that progressively can
enhance the bilateral rel ations. There are now not | ess than 7,000



Mal aysi an st udents pursui ng hi gher education in US (many nore before the
1997 economic nel tdown and the Asian financial crisis). An estimated
105, 000 Mal aysi ans have graduat ed fromAneri can uni versities and col | eges
and unli ke other foreign students the majority of whomreturned hone, and
are playing useful and influential roles in whatever they undert ake.

The rel ati ons between t he Amreri can and Mal aysi an def ence and security
fraternity are cl ose and burgeoni ng.

It appears fromwhat | heard here and in WAshington that the matter of
Anwar i s the stunbling block for i nproving and enhanci ng the bil ateral
relations. The US, whether it likes to or not, nmust acqui esce to the de
facto as well as the de jure reality of the Anwar case otherwise it
guestions and contests (which seemngly it does) the Ml aysi an
Government' s rationality. The i ssue of sovereignty bul ks consistently
large in our national sensibilities and considerations especially in
dealing with the US which is seen as al ways keen to inpose its will on
smal | nations.

O course, KL-Washington could continue to nantain statue-quo: practical
and function ties with each ot her while Anwar, whomnobst Ml aysi ans see as
a "gol den boy" of Washington, renmins an i ntractabl e probl em

A Mal aysi an di plomat told ne: "dinton made human rights a core of the
US foreign policy and as a result Anwar's case becane a prickly subject,
but nowit is President Bush. It remains to be seen as whether (the case
will) continue to be touchy. The Anwar issue is being kept alive by his
supporters i n Washi ngton via the Free Anwar Canpai gn."

She added, "Anwar's supporters in Malaysia and in US are creating the
i mpressi on that Anwar has t he overwhel m ng support of Ml aysi ans. They
want the US to apply sanctions agai nst Mal aysi a".

| f Washi ngton believes their enbassy assessnent, the Cl A and a host of
other intelligence reports on Malaysia - that the opposition will win the
next general election - | should think it need not have to do nmuch except
just wait for the election to take place and then |live happily ever after,
politically speaking.

The el eventh general electionis three years away, and in politics even
awek isalongtinme. In between, things may not end up bei ng so easy.
Events, as Macnillan said, had a way of intruding into cal cul ations.
Indeed, | believe events will and nust intrude in KL's political
cal cul ations as well as that of Washington's.

The maj ority of Mal aysi ans want good rel ations with all countries and
even nore so with the sol e superpower. | do al so believe Ml aysi ans not
only under stand but appreciate their governnent's resentnent agai nst
foreigninterferences in our domestic politics, and that's puttingit
mldly.

I do know that sone foreign powers have been conducting thensel ves on
the prem se that the opposition will win the next general election. | do
hope they nust al so know that all kinds of other things could happen
bef ore 2004, so pl ease don't count your chickens.

Dr Mahathir is not inpervious to criticism believe me. However, he has
zero tolerance for foreign interference or with these Mal aysi ans who
collude with foreign powers. But events may yet speak with a | ouder voi ce.

( END)



	Malaysia-US relations: Improving or not? (NST 09/04/2001)

