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Mal aysi a-US ties are warm ng up (HL)

Har dev Kaur; Rupa Danodaran i n Shanghai

THERE is a clear warm ng of relations between Mal aysia and the United
States in recent weeks, culnmnating in the face-to-face neeting between
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and US Presi dent George W
Bush yest er day.

Dr Mahat hir described the 30-nmi nute neeting as good and sai d Bush had
prom sed to strengthen relations with Ml aysia

He said Bush largely accepted the fact that Ml aysia and the US m ght
differ on certain issues but saw eye-to-eye on the inportant issue of
terrorism

The two stressed the need to revive the world econony, with Bush
enphasi sing that without restoring world trade, countries would not be
abl e to devel op.

This was their first nmeeting, but both | eaders have exchanged vi ews on
the tel ephone foll owing the Sept 11 attacks on New York and Washi ngt on.

Dr Mahathir had also witten a letter to the President, expressing his
views on tackling terrorism Bush thanked the Prinme M nister for
Mal aysi a' s support against terrorismand explained the need to | aunch the
mlitary action in Afghani stan.

"I explained our support (against terrorisn) and why we are unable to
support the operations agai nst Afghanistan,” Dr Mahathir said.

Bush, according to Dr Mahathir, indicated that Malaysia has arole to
play in the Islamc world.

However, he drew Bush's attention to the anger and frustration in the
Musl i mworl d, which the [atter understood and appreci at ed.

In this context, Dr Mahathir al so explained to Bush the need to renove
the root causes of terrorism singling out the Pal estinian problemas the
mai n cause.

Bush told the Prime Mnister that he has been urging themto settle the
conflict and accepts that there should be a Pal estinian state and a Jew sh
state, Israel. This is something that the Pal estinians nust accept.

Bush expl ai ned that each tinme he tried to get themtogether someone goes
in and spites the whol e thing by assassinating or killing sonmeone or
expl odi ng a bonb.

The President said he had taken interest in the Mddle East issues and
wanted to try and resolve it on the basis of recognition of the
Pal estinian right to a Palestinian state and the right of the Jews to a
Jew sh state.

Both | eaders agreed that the Pal estinian conflict must be resol ved.

Dr Mahathir said this is sonething that Ml aysia agrees with, "but
don't think it can be resol ved overni ght"

He said the resolution of the problemw || reduce the killing and the
frustration and anger in the Mislimworld.

Dr Mahathir said he al so expl ai ned how Mal aysia dealt with its comruni st
i nsurgency and sol ved the probl em of dissatisfaction on the part of the
Chi nese popul ation in Ml aysi a.

The Government involved the Chinese community in public adm nistration
and offered citizenshi p. Because of that, support for terrori smwas
reduced and st opped.

"By the sanme token, we believe that solving the causes of terrorist acts
will help towards elininating the danger."

The Prime M nister said he also touched on Mal aysia's "prosper thy



nei ghbour" policy.

He said Mal aysia worked with Vietnamto restore its econony and was abl e
to repatriate the 10,000 Vi et namese refugees in Mal aysia followi ng the end
of the Vietnamwar.

Bush al so sought Dr Mahathir's opinion on the situation in Indonesia, to
which the Prime Mnister stressed the need to support President Megawati
Sukar noputri because I ndonesia needs a strong and credi bl e governnent .

He said Malaysia would like to see the situation in the republic
settled. There will be a fallout when they are not well and the tendency
is for the I ndonesians to emgrate to Mal aysi a, he added.

He said the President understood Mal aysia's concern since the US faced a
simlar problemof illegal inmmgration from Mexico.

Both countries agreed to i nprove co-operation in several fields,

i ncl udi ng conbati ng dadah snuggl i ng.

Bush's parting words were that Ml aysia and the US shoul d strengthen
their relations.

Dr Mahathir al so had bil ateral neetings with Chinese President Jiang
Zem n, Russian President Mladimr Putin and Mexi can President Vicente Fox.
He delivered a keynote address on d obalisation with Conmon Devel opnent

at the Apec CEO Summt which ended yesterday and together with other
| eaders attended a di al ogue with nenbers of the Apec Busi ness Advisory
Counci | .
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