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Mahat hi r - kayama
MALAYSI A W LL CONSI DER PROPCSAL FOR MAS TO FLY TO YOKOHAMA, SAYS PM

By: D. Arul Rajoo

OSAKA, Jan 20 (Bernama) -- Malaysia will consider a proposal by the
kayama prefecture for Malaysia Airlines (MAS) to fly to Okayama, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad sai d today.

He said the proposal was put forward to him by the governor of kayama
prefecture during their neeting here.

"They are very anxious to have MAS fly to Okayanma. This is sonething
that we shoul d consider,” Dr Mahathir told Ml aysian journalists covering
his four-day visit to Osaka.

The governor was even willing to collect as many tourists and
busi nessnmen to visit Ml aysia, he said.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here on Thursday, delivered a keynote address
at the Miinichi International Synposium and al so attended a reception to
commenorate the publication of his book "Reflections of Asia", a
conpilation of his articles in the Mainichi Daily News from February 1999
to June, last year.

On the response to his articles fromthe Japanese | eaders and busi ness
community, Dr Mahathir said they were prepared to listen to his views and
quite a nunmber of them agreed, including on his opposition over the
west erni sati on of Japan.

"That's why we had the tel econferencing today with the Tokyo gover nor
and two others on their views and mne regardi ng Japan's and Ml aysia's
policies towards the econonmic regine that is now being pronoted by the
West," he said, referring to a forumrecorded by the Fuji Tel evision
Network to be aired on Tuesday.

He said that the nost inportant thing was that the Japanese were
willing to listen and it was a different matter whether they agree or not,
conpared to others who were not prepared to listen.

Besi des Tokyo CGovernor Shintaro |Ishihara, the others panelists were
Keni chi Takenmura and Jitsuno Terashi na who joined Dr Mahathir from Tokyo
t hr ough t el econf erenci ng.

Dr Mahathir, who has visited Japan nore than 50 tinmes as stated by the
host of the forum said that there were still many goods things to be
learnt fromthe traditional Japanese system even though it was clear that
the country was now trying to copy the West.

On Ishihara's proposal that Japan sends its workers to acquire certain
skills in Malaysia, Dr Mahathir said they felt that Ml aysia had a nore
pl anned devel opnent |ike the Multinmedi a Super Corridor and the information
t echnol ogy.

This was different from Japan where conpani es venture on their own and
t heir devel opment was not integrated and this was sonething that could be
| earnt from Mal aysia, he said.

He al so said that Ml aysia would still focus on the old econony even
t hough the governnent had given greater focus on the new economnmy based on
t echnol ogy and know edge.

"Many people talk of the new econonmy but the new econony by itself will
not supply products. We still need business, trading, manufacturing and
other activities which supply goods and services," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the old econony could be inproved through
t echnol ogy and know edge.
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