19/ 08/ 2001
Mal aysi a promi ses to hel p Yenen devel op its econony

Farush Khan in Sana'a, Yenen

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad ended his four-day visit to Yemen yesterday
with a promse to ook into ways to strengthen bilateral co-operation in
various fields.

He told a Press conference at the Presidential Palace that anong the
areas to be considered were oil and gas exploration and the textile
i ndustry.

The Prime M nister's decision was reflective of Malaysia's desire to help
ot her countries devel op successfully.

It is al so seen as appropriate considering the respect that devel opi ng
and even devel oped countries have for Ml aysi a.

Goi ng by the questions posed by Yeneni journalists, it was obvious the
country was | ooking forward to Malaysia's participation in joint ventures
and hel ping it succeed in business and trade.

He was mmi nly asked about Mal aysia's stand on gl obalisation and how it
tackl ed the 1997 financial crisis without taking | oans fromthe
I nternati onal Monetary Fund.

On trade, Dr Mahathir said during the visit Ml aysian officials held
talks with their Yeneni counterparts to identify areas of co-operation.

In the oil industry, they were | ooking at the possibility of setting up
refineries.

"It is also possible that we will purchase products including cotton
fromYenen," Dr Mahathir said.

He said Mal aysia woul d al so consider distributing its goods through the
Port of Aden (which he visited on Thursday) to areas around Yenen and to
East Africa.

He al so told the Press conference that there was no reason Muslins and
devel opi ng countries could not devel op and prosper if they worked hard and
mai ntai ned the spirit of brotherhood.

Dr Mahat hir, acconpani ed by Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali and
newsnen, were taken on a tour of the Add City of Sana'a in the norning.

During his four-day stay in Yemen, Dr Mahathir also met President Al
Abdul I ah Sal eh, Prime M nister Abdul Kader Ba Jarmmal and nenbers of the
Syura Council (which is equivalent to the Senate).

He al so witnessed the signing of two nenoranda of understandi ng on the
establishment of a joint comm ssion and on the training of civil servants.

On Friday, he nmet Mal aysian students in Seiyun and Ta'arimin the
provi nce of Hadhramaut.

In all the nmeetings, the Yenenis denonstrated high regard for Dr
Mahat hir and Mal aysi a, which they considered as a synbol of success for
Musl i mcountri es.

In the town of Seiyun, hundreds of people gathered to catch a glinpse of
t he Mal aysi an del egati on.

The visit to Hadhramaut was even nmentioned to the congregation during
the Friday sernon, sonething which is rarely done.
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