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MALAYSI A- MOROCCO JO NT COWM SSI ON TO FOSTER CLOSER COOPERATI ON

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 13 (Bernamm) -- Mal aysia and Morocco today signed three
menor anduns of under standi ng (MoU) to enhance bilateral relations and
cooperation between the two countries, including the formation of a Joint
Conmi ssi on covering econom c, technical, scientific and cultural aspects.

The signing cerenony was witnessed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and his Mdroccan counterpart Abderrahnmane El Youssoufi .
The agreenents were signed after a neeting between the two | eaders at the
Prime Mnister's Departnent here.

The agreenent on econonic, technical, scientific and cul tural
cooperation was signed by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Ham d Al bar and
t he Moroccan Transport and Marine Trade M nister Abdesslam Znined, the air
servi ces agreenent was signed by Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Si k and Abdessl am whil e the one on the exchange of expertise in the
i nformati on technol ogy was signed by Miltinedi a Devel opnent Corporation
(MDC) executive chairman Tan Sri O hman Yeop Abdul | ah and the Chai rnman of
the Surveillance Council for the Mdroccan Information Tecnopark Corporation
(MTC) Nasr Hajji who is also the Secretary of State in the Prine
M ni ster's Depart ment

Adberrahmane arrived yesterday with a 36-nmenber del egation on a
four-day visit to Ml aysi a.

Syed Hamid told reporters later that Mdrocco had invited Petronas to
participate directly and actively in oil and gas exploration in that
country.

Currently, Petronas's involvenent in Mrocco is through the Syarikat
Energy Afrika. Petronas has an interest in the conpany.

Syed Hanmd also said that in the field of investnent and trade, Dr
Mahat hi r and Abderrahmane had agreed that both countries increased the
two-way trade which was still negligible anmounting to RMB6 million a year
whi ch was in Ml aysia's favour.

Morocco al so wanted Mal aysia to use the country as an entry point for
Mal aysi an goods to the European market while Ml aysia wanted Mdrocco to use
Mal aysia as the entry point for Mdroccan goods for Asean and Asi an narkets.

Syed Hanmid said Dr Mahthir al so wanted Morocco to send nore students to
study in this country especially in the technical and i nformation
technol ogy including at the Miultimedia University.

Mal aysi a al so of fered training programes under the Ml aysi an Techni cal
Cooperation Programre as Mal aysi a had good educational infrastructure.

There are only two Mroccan students currently studying here.

Syed Hanmid said both parties al so di scussed increasing cooperation in
i nvestnent, tourismand informati on and conmmuni cati on technol ogy besi des
i nternational issues including terrorism

He said Mal aysia and Morocco al so had an understanding in handling the
West Asian issue especially on Pal estine.

"Both | eaders feel there is a need for efforts to resolve the
Pal estini an probl ens and the establishnment of a Palestinian nation to
tackle the problens in that region,"” Syed Ham d added.
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