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Mal aysi a nodel of sustai nabl e devel opnent

L.T. Wng

MALAYSI A at the onset of the third mllenniumis an exenpl ar of
sust ai nabl e and equi tabl e soci o-economi ¢ devel opnent. Its Government is
better than that of nost other devel opi ng countri es.

Today our country towers anong the community of energent nations. The
secret of this success story lies in the brain power of our present far-
si ght ed, courageous and determ ned | eaders.

They have tapped into all avail able resources and brought the nation to
this peak.

The Federal Governnent under the dynanmic stewardship of Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad formul ates pragmatic | ong-term devel opnent
policies and directions to build a strong and united country.

Peace and security flourish as 22 mllion Ml aysians are determned to
strive for the nation, thus transformng it into greatness by 2020.

Di verse fabul ous natural endowrent especially in terns of vast tracts of
| and, water and marine resources are stringently | ooked after.

Hats off to our Governnent for practising the nost frugal systemin
mai ntaining its val uabl e exhausti bl e resources. Today Ml aysia stil
boasts worl d-renowned forestry nanagenent and revered as the unrivalled
pi oneer in well-mintai ned reforestation and forest reserves.

Mal aysi a has first class planners too, in terms of superb | and
demarcation and utilisation. The road systemis an exanple for any
country, with the ever-increasing mleage of roads and superhi ghways even
in the once renotest countrysi de.

Power consunption has increased trenmendously in recent years as the
nation pushes forward its industrialisation programme. Furthernore, the
gridline for electricity is expanding every year as the Governnent pushes
ahead its incessant efforts in rural electrification.

Artificial light is no longer a luxury exclusive to the town dwellers.
Wth it comes the increasing conputer literacy even anmong the rural folKks.
In addition, global telecomunication by nerely clicking a nouse provides
Mal aysia with the wi nning edge as an ever-expandi ng gl obal trading nation
and the regional hub for tertiary educati on. Today Mal aysi ans are cyber
citizens powered by the inception of the Miultinmedia Super Corridor.

Mor eover, Mal aysian society lives on the cross-roads of civilisations
and traditions. Qurs is a cosnopolitan society characteristically nodern
yet steeped in rich, age-old ways.

The Governnent is making a concerted effort at continuous human resource
devel opnent through its training and re-training progranmes. Simlarly,
upgradi ng agricultural and industrial technol ogy through R&D is neant to
ensure the Mal aysi an econony keeps growi ng at an i npressive rate.

| observe that Mal aysi an workers are conparable to or better than their
counterparts in Asean nations. It is they who nove the nation.

To conclude, it is certain that with its rapid devel opnent Mal aysia is
well on the road to beconming a mghty nation in the near future.
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