09 AUG 2001
Naj i b- Abu Sayyaf
MALAYSI A NOT A HAVEN FOR ABU SAYYAF GROUP

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 9 (Bernama) -- The government will not allow the Abu
Sayyaf guerillas fromthe southern Philippines to turn Malaysia and its
waters into a refugee canp or a haven for the group

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said today the governnent
woul d depl oy troops to keep themaway if the Abu Sayyaf group nade any
attenpt to enter the country.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Phili ppi ne President
@ oria Macapagal Arroyo had agreed to step up military cooperation
especially in coordinating surveillance of the border areas, he said.

They had al so agreed to exchange information on any nove by the group
to enter Ml aysian territory, he told a nedia conference after performnm ng
t he ground- breaki ng cerenony for the housing project for mlitary personne
in the Kalan Valley at the Royal Ml aysian Air Force (RVAF) station in
Subang near here.

On the militant Kumpul an Mij ahidin Malaysia (KMM, Najib said mlitary
i ntervention was not needed now because the police were capable of handling
the situation under the various |aws.

However, the military would cooperate with the police in nonitoring the
activities of the KMM and would step in if needed.

On housing for mlitary personnel in the Klang Valley, Najib said 6,963
units costing RML.5 billion would be built for the various ranks in seven
locations in the Klang Vall ey and were expected to be conpleted by 2004.

Six of the locations are the Kenentah Canp in Jal an Padang Tenbak,
Pacific Canp in Jal an Anpang, Sungai Besi Canp, Wardieburn Canp in Setapak
RVAF Canp Subang and Jal an U Thant.

Naji b said the project in Jalan Cochrane had been cancel |l ed because it
was found to be unsuitable and a new site would be identified soon

O the total units, 23 per cent or 1,612 units were under the
repl acenent programme while the rest were new units.

"Many of the housing units can no |longer be used and it is not viable
to repair them So 1,612 new units will be given to the current occupants,”
he said.

Besi des basic anenities and recreation grounds the projects would al so
have cyber centres to enable the children of servicenen to hone their
conmputer skills, he added.

The projects will be jointly devel oped by Syarikat Perumahan Negara
Ber had and Lenbaga Tabung Angkatan Tentera Sdn Bhd.
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