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Phi |'i ppi nes-Ti es (News Anal ysi s)
MALAYSI A- PHI LI PPI NE TI ES WARM NG UP AGAI N

MANI LA, Feb 22 (Bernama) -- Bilateral ties between Ml aysia and the
Phi |'i ppi nes, which went through bouts of ups and downs over the years, is
showi ng signs of warm ng up again.

For the first time in three years, Malaysia is sending a hi gh-powered
mssion to Manila to resuscitate bilateral trade and investnent relations
whi ch has sunk to a | ow point.

Led by International Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah
Aziz, the mission will be in Manila fromMarch 7 to 10 to explore and seal
possi bl e deals with Filipino businessmen.

The Philippi nes-Mal aysi a Busi ness Council and the Philippi nes Chanber
of Commerce and Industry (PCCl) are jointly hosting the m ssion.

"We are extrenely happy that Malaysia is taking a new | ook at the
busi ness opportunities in the Philippines now that we have a new
governnment," says PCCl president M guel Varela.

Mal aysi ans were anong the biggest investors in the Philippines during
the tine of then president Fidel Ranbs who struck a cl ose personal rapport
with Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.

Hong Leong Bhd, Renong Bhd, Ekran Bhd, Berjaya G oup of Comnpanies, Kuok
and Petronas were anong corporate behenot hs which have invested in
manuf acturing, property, transport and other allied ventures.

VWhen Joseph Estrada succeeded Ranbs in 1998, bilateral relations began
to go awmy. Ranos was largely credited for reviving trade and i nvestnents
bet ween the two Asean partners.

Estrada's off-the-cuff coment in support of sacked Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimturned off Kuala Lunmpur, viewing it as an
interference in Malaysia's internal affairs. He also remarked on Manila's
claimto Sabah. Suddenly, Malaysian investnments turned dry.

Li ke his "good friend" Anwar, Estrada is also jail-bound. He is facing
non- bai | abl e econoni ¢ plunder cases in court.

But since Goria Arroyo becane president |ast Jan 20, unm stakable
signs pointed to a resurgence of warmties between Ml aysia and the
Phi | i ppi nes.

Dr Mahathir was anong the first foreign |l eaders to congratul ate Arroyo
on her ascent to the presidency after Estrada was toppled in a
mlitary-backed popul ar upri sing.

He sent to Manila no I ess than his daughter Marina to call on Arroyo, a
nmeeting seen by political analysts as a "positive devel opnent” for the two
countri es.

Arroyo herself says the Sabah i ssue and other contentious matters
shoul d not strain ties between the Philippines and Ml aysi a.

"This is ny attitude and this is also the attitude of Ml aysian Prine
M ni st er Mahat hir Mbhanmad, " she says.
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