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Mal aysi a' s pride

ONCE upon a tine, it conprised mainly rubber and oil pal mpl antations.
Today, the forner Prang Besar, now famliarly known as Putrajaya, stands
tall as an "intelligent city" with awe-inspiring architecture. It was only
four years ago that the first phase of its construction began and its

i npressi ve devel opnent as Mal aysi a's new Federal administrative centre is
only just the begi nning.

The official declaration of Putrajaya as a Federal Territory on Feb 1
represents yet another milestone in the country's history. It is only
appropriate that it be accorded city status by virtue of its being
Mal aysi a' s new command centre which will propel the country into the new
mllennium It will eventually be a city commtted to cutting-edge
technol ogy, safe residential areas and a clean environnent, a city which
is aesthetically pleasing yet practical.

As a natural course of progression, Putrajaya will enjoy all the perks
and privileges that come with the coveted status. The villages fringing
Putraj aya al so stand to benefit as the Federal Governnment will al so fund
projects in these areas. Kual a Lunpur and Labuan are prine exanples of the
benefits that can be accrued from Federal Territory status.

Thei r conprehensive growmh, spin-offs in job opportunities and
generation of income channelled back to the people through public
devel opnent projects all have an i npact on soci o-economni ¢ devel opnent -
these being win-win situations for both the Governnent and the private
sector.

For all the bouquets it gets, brickbats have been hurled as well at
Putraj aya's devel opnent, the contention being the Governnment is indulging
in wastage. As Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said at the
decl aration cerenmony on Thursday, the country's financial situation would
be problematic and critical if this were so.

The need for a new epicentre of Governnment adnministration is pretty
obvi ous. Kual a Lunpur's devel opment is now stretched, its growth having
gone through | eaps and bounds since it attained Federal Territory status
17 years ago

Its congestion especially at the heart of the city is depressing, to say
the least. Wiile its transport systemis being beefed up, Kuala Lunpur
continues to be a thriving comrerci al area.

But a nore conpelling reason for shifting the adm nistrative centre is
the rationale that Putrajaya is in a strategic locality by virtue of its
proximty to Kuala Lunpur and the Kual a Lunmpur International Airport, our
gateway to the world. This strategic pairing of adnministrative and
commercial cities is not unlike that of other cities in the world such as
Canberra- Sydney (Australia) and Brasilia-Ri o de Janeiro (Brazil).

If we wish to achi eve devel oped nation status, we have to think and work
smart. These are characteristics which are enbodied in the devel opnent of
Putraj aya whi ch showcases the fostering of a newlifestyle in a new
envi ronment, conbi ni ng hard work and recreation.

Putrajaya's success is every Ml aysian's pride. Even the Opposition has
acknow edged that the new Federal Territory's devel opnent is good for the
rakyat. That said, if we want to be a progressive nation, we have to think
ahead for future generations and not take things for granted. Putrajaya is
a futuristic city for future | eaders, a city which all Ml aysians can be
justifiably proud of.
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