30 OCT 2001
Bahrai n-Visit
MALAYSI A, BAHRAIN TO SI GN MbUs, ACCORDS DURING PMs VISIT

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 30 (Bernama) -- Bahrain and Malaysia will sign two
menor anduns of under standi ng (MoUs) and three agreenents during the two-day
visit of the Bahraini Prinme Mnister Shai kh Khalifa Salman Al Khalifa here
begi nning tonorrow, the Foreign Mnistry said.

Khalifa and his Mal aysi an counterpart Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
will sign the MoUs, one for the establishnment of a Mal aysian Trade and
Distribution Centre and the other for devel oping Islamnm c banking and
finance in Bahrain.

"Ml aysia attaches inportance to this visit as it believes that the
visit would further strengthen and enhance the bilateral relations and
econom ¢ cooperation between the two countries,” Wsma Putra said a
st atement today.

Bahrai n and Petronas, the national petroleumcorporation, will also
sign two oil exploration and production-sharing agreenents involving two
bl ocks in Bahrain's eastern offshore area.

The third agreement will be signed between Ml aysia's Tekno Logam Sdn
Bhd and its Bahraini counterpart Tekno Logam Conpany to establish a
manuf acturing plant in Bahrain to produce gaskets and netal pipe
connectors, anong ot her things.

The products are to cater for the West Asian petrol eum and
petrochem cal industries, Wsma Putra said, forecasting anple opportunities
to increase trade between the two countries given the market potentials
there.

As of August this year, trade between the two countries stood at
Rw224.8 million and was in Bahrain's favour.

Al um ni um products accounted for half of Bahrain's exports to Ml aysia
whil e Mal aysia's exports, totalling RVM68.4 mllion, mainly conprised tinber
products.

Khalifa, who last visited Kuala Lunpur in January this year, will also
have an audi ence with the Deputy Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan M zan Zai nal
Abi di n of Terengganu besides holding bilateral talks with Dr Mahathir.

Four ministers are part of his 60-nmenber entourage this time around.

He | eaves for Bangkok on Thursday.
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