17 SEP 2001
SEA- Conpetition (Final)
MALAYSI A SEAL HI STORI C TI TLE W TH ANOTHER THREE GOLDS

By: D. Arul Rajoo

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 17 (Bernamm) -- Having clinched the overall title
for the first tine ever, Malaysia won three of the five golds contested on
the final day of conpetition today to bring their SEA Ganes canpaign to a
gl orious end.

Mal aysi @' s Suzanna Ghazali Bujang and Sara Kam | Yusof grabbed the
synchroni sed swi nmng duet title, the |l ast gold nedal decided in the first
Ganes of the new mllennium

The victory powered Mal aysia to an unprecedented haul of 111 gold, 75
silver and 85 bronze nedal s as they upstaged defendi ng chanpi ons Thail and
to enmerge overall chanpions for the first time in the Ganes' 42-year
hi story.

At the end of yesterday's conpetition, Ml aysia had chal ked up 108
golds to establish an unassail able | ead over Thailand who had 101 gol ds.

Thai |l and took the remaining two golds today to finish second overal
with 103 gold, 86 silver and 89 bronze nedals.

Former regional sporting giants |Indonesia managed only third spot with
72 gold, 74 silver and 80 bronze nedal s.

In Brunei two years ago, Thailand won the overall title with 65 gold,
48 silver and 56 bronze nedals while Ml aysia cane in second with 57 gold,
45 silver and 42 bronze nedal s.

Mal aysi a's other two golds today came from synchroni sed diving --
Roshari ssham Rosl an/ Yeoh Ken Nee in the nmen's 3m springboard event and
Leong Miun Yee/ Rosati mah Muhanad in wonmen's 10m pl atf orm

Thai | and nade a clean sweep of the last two golds in equestrian when
they took the three-day eventing teamand individual titles. The individua
gold went to Pongsiree Bunl uewong.

A total of 392 gold, 390 silver and 498 bronze nedals were awarded in
t he 10-day Ganes.

The Ganes will be officially closed by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad at the National Stadium here tonight.

Vietnam who will host the Ganes for the first time in 2003, have
energed as a new force to be reckoned with by wi nning 33 gold, 35 silver
and 64 bronze nedals to finish fourth, just ahead of the Philippines who
garnered 30 gold, 66 silver and 67 bronze nedal s.

Si ngapore settled for sixth position with 22 golds, 31 silvers and 42
bronzes and they were followed by Myanmar with a nedal count of 19-14-53.

Laos wal ked away with one gold, three silvers and seven bronzes,
Canbodi a col | ected one gold, one silver and five bronzes while Brunei have
only five silver and six bronze nmedals to show.
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