04 FEB 2001
Mahat hi r - Fest i val
MALAYSI A W LL REMAI N PEACEFUL AND PROGRESSI VE

PENANG, Feb 4 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d tonight
t hat Mal aysi ans have proven that the country will remain peaceful and
progressive because the people | ove peace and are tol erant of one anot her

In fact, the Prine Mnister said Malaysia, despite its nulti-racial
soci ety, had proven wong the predictions nade when Ml aysia attai ned
i ndependence that the country would not survive and achi eve peace and
prosperity.

"W have proven to the world that we are peace |oving, tolerant of one
another, and able to participate in one another's festivals,” he said in
his speech at the first Mal aysia Open House in conjunction with the
nati onal -1 evel Chinese New Year cel ebrations, here.

"We proved to the world that we | ove peace, tolerant of each other, can

cel ebrate each other's festival together," he said.
He said although Malaysia is made up of three major races -- Ml ays,
Chi nese and I ndians and 34 other ethnic groups in Sabah and Sarawak -- they

can live in peace and harnony.

According to him the tradition of celebrating together the festivals
of the various races in the country had beconme a part of the Ml aysian
tradition.

Dr Mahathir said the federal governnment planned to make the Chinese New
Year, Hari Raya Aidilfitri, Deepavali, Keamatan, Gawai and Christmas as
nati onal open house cel ebrati ons.

He said this was to enable every race in the country to know one
another and to elimnate prejudi ce agai nst other people, |ike the Mlay
sayi ng "Tak Kenal Maka Tak Cinta" or if you did not know about ot her
peopl e, you would not |ove them

As the | eader of the nation chosen through the general election, he
called on all races such as the Ml ays, Chinese, |ndians, Bajaus, Kadazans
and I bans to work together to devel op the country.

"So |l et us work together for our country to achi eve greatness by year
2020 to be a devel oped nation," he added.
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